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If you thought you’d seen more of Building Today on 
your travels in the past month or so then you 
wouldn’t be wrong.

Building Today last month increased its circulation 
by around 50% to 15,500 copies, and is now 
available at every Carters, PlaceMakers and ITM 
store nationwide — 190 in total!

As part of an effort to widen the scope of our reach 
to include not only the management levels of RMBF 
and other construction companies, we have made 
the magazine available at the trade counters of New 
Zealand’s three major building suppliers so that as 
many builders and subcontractors as possible are 
able to access the magazine.

Add to that our informative, new-look web site, and 
we’re confi dent that we will be reaching a much 
bigger percentage of targeted construction industry 
decision-makers and relevant tradespeople.

Enjoy the read!

Andrew Darlington
Editor

TBS 0062 FP_BuildingToday v2.ind1 1 23/8/07 10:56:36 AM

Go to www.buildingtoday.co.nz and be in to win this
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chief’s chat

by ceo pieter burghout
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24 August 2007 

Hon Clayton Cosgrove

Minister for Building and Construction

Parliament
WELLINGTON

Dear Minister

Building Practitioner Licensing & Restricted Work/DIY

Thank you for meeting with us last week at our Board meeting.  As always, we appreciate the opportunity 

for honest dialogue with you over issues facing the building and construction industry.  And as you 

will have gathered from the discussions last week, we are experiencing immense frustration over the 

DIY/restricted work issue – so much so, we thought it appropriate to write to you and document that 

frustration.

As we have sought to outline to you and DBH officials, we remain of the strongest view that for building 

practitioner licensing to work in New Zealand, it must:

be comprehensive i.e. cover both the commercial and residential sectors

have clear application i.e. be clear on the work that must be done by a Licensed Building Practitioner 

[LBP] and what can be done by non-LBPs

create the right incentives i.e. ensure that it rewards good behaviour and penalises bad behaviour

be enforceable/manageable ie ensure that the consenting system and contracting  mechanisms 

support licensing in a workable way

provide consumer confidence i.e. restore public confidence following the leaking buildings saga.

In that regard, we remain of the view that the licensing scheme as currently captured in the Building Act 

framework delivers on these criteria.  We conversely believe that the “DIY exemption proposals” that we 

have seen to date do not.  If the licensing scheme is poorly designed:

as with overseas experience, 30% of the residential market will be exempted from licensing, so the 

scheme is no longer comprehensive

consumers will not be readily clear when they need to use a licensed builder and when they don’t, so 

there will be market confusion

rogue builders will continue to be able to do what they always have done, and good builders will 

unfairly face extra costs that they will have no choice but to pass on to consumers – very much 

creating the wrong industry incentives

councils will struggle with the consenting and inspecting process in a way that best assures quality 

for consumers.

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•



As you noted on the Saturday night at the Auckland regional House of the Year final, the building 

practitioner licensing scheme should be the same as the electrical licensing scheme – where work can still 

be done by non-licensed ‘builders’ but needs to be ‘overseen’ by a licensed tradesman (oversight which can 

be done at the time of the work or afterwards, depending on the type of work).  This is, in fact, exactly the 

scheme we agreed with you in December 2005 and which you announced at our conference in April 2006.

There a number of frustrating elements for us given the current DIY and licensing position we now find 

ourselves in.

We are not against DIY work per se.  However, we believe that the current Building Act framework 

sufficiently covers ‘true-blue’ DIY and allows DIY owner-builders to do what they want to do – provided 

it’s ‘overseen’ in the right way.After working so hard with you and DBH around design of the licensing scheme for the whole of the 

industry– and being very committed to actively promoting it across our membership – we now find 

ourselves uncertain about our position.  Is there any point in us advising our members to take up 

licensing during the upcoming three year voluntary phase, only to find that when licensing was meant to 

become compulsory, rogue builders might still be able to carry on doing what they currently do?  
A licensing scheme with such a wayward exemption is not really a licensing system at all.  We believe there 

are three essential ingredients required going forward:The current definition of restricted building work in the Building Act needs to remain as it is, to clearly 

state the intention around what work needs to be done or overseen by an LBP i.e. restricted work 

should remain as work that is ‘critical to the integrity of the building and the health and safety of its 

occupants’.
It needs to be entirely clear that any ‘builder’ employed by a client to do restricted building work needs 

to be an LBP.
We work to define some DIY owner-builder rules that are similar to how the electrical licensing scheme 

works.

If the licensing scheme ends up with a ‘DIY hole’ right through its core, it will be an absolute disaster for the 

building and construction industry.  We may well get a measure of success with voluntary licensing – over 

time 30-40% of the industry could take up licensing on a voluntary basis.  But the overall lift in industry 

quality, the lift in industry skills, the creation of the right incentives to become skilled – all those objectives 

will be lost if the DIY exemption allows for rogue builders to carry on as they are.
It is not appropriate, in our view, to leave the DIY/unrestricted work issue unresolved as we head into the 

voluntary phase for licensing.  Leaving such a critical area unresolved is poor policy, and – given the overall 

criticality of licensing to the building and construction industry – we deserve having this matter fully clarified 

as soon as possible.  If not, we think there is no option for us but to openly note to our members our 

dissatisfaction on this point and for us not to proactively/positively promote the uptake of licensing to them.  

That will be hugely disappointing for us and for our members, given the work we have done thus far.
We strongly urge you as Minister to ensure we implement the licensing scheme that we have outlined 

above.  As we have noted to you before, this is our one main shot to get it right, and we want to make sure 

we do in fact get it right.
We again express our willingness to work with DBH on the design of a suitable DIY exemption, but we 

have a strong bottom-line in doing so: we won’t be able to agree with any proposals which we believe will 

undermine the integrity of a comprehensive licensing scheme.Yours sincerely

Ashley Hartley
President

•

•

1.

2.

3.

2
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CIL honours directors

Russell Hawken and John Sinclair have been 
honoured in appreciation for their huge contribution to, 
and continued involvement in the success of 
Construction Information Ltd (CIL) since its inception 11 
years ago.

Gordon Moller was on hand to present certifi cates to 
the men on behalf of the current board and management.

CIL is New Zealand’s market leader in providing 
specifi cation systems for the construction industry. Formed 
in 1995, CIL provides MasterSpec specifi cation systems, 
on subscription, to architects, engineers, designers, utility 
companies and tertiary institutions.

The Registered Master Builders Federation holds a 
third shareholding in the company. The strength of CIL’s 
product range is enhanced by the broad spread of 
industry ownership — New Zealand Institute of 
Architects, Building Research Association of New 
Zealand and the Registered Master Builders Federation.

Current directors include Gordon Moller (NZIA 
chairman), Beverly McRae (NZIA), Sunil Vather 
(Building Research of NZ Ltd), Dean Quickenden 
(Building Research of NZ Ltd), Pieter Burghout (RMBF), 
Ashley Hartley (RMBF), Don Bunting (CIL chief 
executive) and Rolf Huber (CIL general manager).

CIL maintains four specifi cation systems:
• MasterSpec STANDARD for commercial, industrial 
and large residential projects,
• MasterSpec ENGINEERING for commercial, industrial 
and large residential projects,
• MasterSpec BASIC for all residential and smaller 
commercial projects, and 
• MasterSpec MINOR for minor residential alterations.

At the end of June 2007 there were 1055 subscribers to 
MasterSpec, representing more than 2555 registered 
technical designer people, (an increase of 174 and 
253 respectively from a year ago), and 66 branded 
sections (major product manufacturers), an increase 
of 20.

A continuing challenge for CIL is to ensure 
MasterSpec users customise their specifi cations to 
suit the project being specifi ed by removing 
irrelevant information and adding project-specifi c 
information and selections.

This, I must say, is the major gripe of contractors when 

By RMBF president

Ashley Hartley

tendering using this or any specifi cation system.

The RMBF continues to seek improvement in the way 
subscribers prepare specifi cations, to make our job in 
tendering and constructing buildings that much easier. 
This can only be done by ensuring the best level of 
representation at the annual training seminars that CIL 
runs. These include topics on:
• responding to ongoing changes in Microsoft 
operating systems and software,
• more sophisticated approaches to data manipulation 
and management, ie BIM (building information model),
• increasing focus on sustainability and amenity — 
better access to sustainable products,
• the increasing focused attention to quality 
documentation,
• researching and analysing barriers to connecting with 
engineers,
• the possibility of specifi c products for builders, and
• Productlink.

Co-ordinated Building Information (CBI)

CIL also manages and maintains the CBI classifi cation 
and coding system on behalf of the construction industry.

It is a classifi cation system designed by and for 

members of the industry, to co-ordinate the fi ve main 
information sources: drawings, specifi cations, 
quantities, technical and research information, and 
trade information and publications.

CBI is based on the European CAWS system 
(developed to replace CI/SfB) and the ISO-sponsored 
Uniclass project. However CBI also:
• takes account of the local construction industry’s 
principles and practices,
• uses numeric (as against the CAWS alpha-numeric) 
coding, and
• provides a simple entry level (Level 1 - Classes) 
comprising only eight main groupings of data:

Level 1: Classes
• General  • Site
• Structure  • Enclosure
• Interior  • Finish
• Services  • External

These eight represent the fundamental subdivisions of 
the construction industry. Below are three further levels:

Level 2: Groups 

Each class contains up to nine groups. Currently there 
are 53, each classifi ed under their appropriate classes, 
such as:
• 42 Cladding
• 74 Plumbing and drainage

Level 3: Sub-groups

These are categories of similar types of work and are 
identifi ed by a 3-digit code:
• 424 Profi led sheet cladding
• 742 Sanitary plumbing

Level 4: Work sections

Each work section is a defi ned amount of building 
work, generally representing a subcontract “package.” 

For example:
• 4242 Profi led plastic sheet cladding
• 7422 Sanitary fi xtures

Finding your way

Finding your way through the CBI system is as 
logical as 1, 2, 3. For example:

3  Structure
    31  Concrete
           311  Formwork and reinforcement for concrete
                   3111  Formwork for insitu concreteB
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Russell Hawken (far left) and John Sinclair (centre) receive 
honours for their contribution to CIL.



Wendy’s House in the Wairarapa

Wairarapa Registered Master Builders have 
come to the fore, in no small way, by constructing the 
fabulous Wendy House which is being raffl ed off with 
all proceeds going to the Child Cancer Foundation.

This charity was chosen as two local registered master 
builders have children suffering from cancer.

The idea was originally to enhance the local House of 
the Year awards programme and be a testament to the 
abilities of the RMBs in Wairarapa.

It was also decided that the construction should 
combine community participation with philanthropy.

The executive called for volunteers and the response 
was unanimous, with every member of the Association 
contributing time, material and/or fi nancial support.

Retired RMB Merv Brown was designated project 
manager, so he dusted off the tool belt and got on with 
the job. Before long the house was not only taking 
shape but just about taking on a life of its own!

Building started in mid-May and was completed at the 
end of July. The house weighs just over two tonne and 
is 2.6m x 3.4m. It is two storeys, with a veranda on two 
sides and bay window on the lower level.

Inside features a wooden staircase leading to a 
mezzanine fl oor with enough head room for an adult to 
stand up in. It has a cupboard under the stairs, is fully 
insulated with Pink Batts, has a tiled roof with 
guttering and is rigged up for power in the same way 
you would for a caravan.

Apart from the fantastic local RMB support, a number 
of other local organisations came on board to support 
the project and many thanks go to Carters (timber), 
Darryl Silverwood Architects (design and plans), 
Nebulite (windows and doors), Watermart (roofi ng), 

Phil Carman Spray Painters (many hours delivering the 
colour scheme), Laser Electrical (power connection), 
McKenzie Flooring (carpet), Majestic Motors (provision 
of a Kia vehicle to tow the house), Loader Engineering 
(provided a crane to lift the house onto the trailer), and 
Masterton Mitre 10 (provided a PlayStation 2 as a 
second prize in the raffl e).

Also, one local RMB, Brian Coley, was unavailable 
when the house was built so he’s 
volunteered his time to pick up and drop off 
the house every day so that it’s seen out and 
about in the district to help sell the raffl e 
tickets.

“In short, the involvement in building the 
house from many of those within the 
community has been fantastic,” according to 
Wairarapa RMBA manager Pip Dalgliesh.

“The building is unique, and people are blown away 
with the result. One question was asked as to whether 
a Mother-in-Law would fi t in it!”

If you’d like to support this fabulous initiative, raffl e 
tickets are $5 each and can be purchased through Pip 
Dalgliesh on 06  378 8008 or email 
offi cesolutions@xtra.co.nz. The raffl e closes on 
November 9, 2007. 

Project takes on life of its own!
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The idea to renovate one of the older houses that 
had been lingering on their listings for too long and on-
sell it for charity was devised by Sean Bellew and Tom 
Dowling of Invercargill’s Southern Wide Real Estate 
City-Lifestyle originally to lift the company’s public 
profi le — but it grew into something much bigger.

The 100-year-old weatherboard bungalow in Russel 
Street was ideal — a lovely character home in a 
desirable area of town.

The men decided Hospice Southland would be an ideal 
charity to benefi t and reckoned on making about $30,000 
if there was enough community support for the quick 
once-over — paint, paper and a general clean-up.

With an interest-free loan from the Southland Building 
Society, they bought the house for $236,000 and set 
out on what they planned as an eight-week project — 
“a total make-over from the front gate to the back”.

The pair approached the Southland Times and then 
spread out to talk to businesses and trade groups for 
support. RMB and Jennian Homes Southland owner 
Gary Popham decided this would be a good project to 
support, and volunteered himself and his wife Vicki for, 
what they thought, would be a “little renovation”.

The Pophams, along with the local RMB Association, 
also encouraged other RMBs in the area to get involved, 
and Ray Harper, an 80-year-old ex-RMB, was approached 
to take on the role of on-site construction manager.

A board was formed consisting of Sean and Tom 
(Southern Wide Real Estate), Ray Harper, Gary and 
Vicki Popham (Jennian Homes Southland), Bridget 
Squires (McCulloch Architects), Carol Wood (Carol 
Wood Design) and Fred Tullett and Steve Mason from 
the Southland Times. They met once a week to guide 
the project to completion.

Reality hit regarding what they’d actually taken on 
when, on day two, they discovered a good portion of 
the house was basically rotten. Tom had fi gured there 
might be a bit of a budget overrun but, given they were 
relying on local business to support them in kind to 
complete the project, there was no actual budget, so 
this posed a bit of a problem! An appeal to the local 
community generated 
enough funds for a 
contingency and the job 
got under way.

Bridget drew up plans 
and came up with a 
design that included a 

RMBs renovate for Hospice 

rmbf news  ° ° ° 

new kitchen, a bathroom do-up, creating an ensuite 
between two bedrooms and demolishing a wall to 
create one large open plan living area.

The remainder of the house has been painted top to 
toe, all the electrical wiring and plumbing has been 
replaced, with new heating, carpet, drapes, 
landscaping and a new street-front garage included.

While retaining the character and special features 
from its beginning about 100 years ago, all this work 
makes it a comfortable home fi t for the rigours of 
family life in the new century.

More than 190 businesses, trade companies and 
volunteers were involved in the project. Of the 14 
building fi rms involved, 11 were RMBs putting in huge 
hours to complete the job.

In the end, the rebuild took 12 weeks, mostly due to 
hold-ups along the way that could not have been 
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Ashburton: Nigel  Smith 027 220 1377
Auckland: Sal ly  Mehrtens 09 302 2894 
Canterbury: Raylene Innes 03 357 9469
Gisborne: Katr ina Duncan 06 863 3678
Gore: Jacque L loyd 03 208 9240   
Hawke’s Bay: Lilias McMinn-Collard 06 876 8327

Manawatu: Donna Dowsey 06 353 1992
Marlborough: Richard Morr iss  03 577 6638
Nelson: Karen Lane 021 749 091
Otago: Rowan Howie 03 455 5165
Rotorua: Jacki  Par r  07 332 3625
South Canterbury: Tr ish Harr is  03 684 5005

Southland: Jenny Pascoe 0274 328 065 
Taranaki : David Fabish 027 448 1216
Taupo: Graeme Pr ice 07 378 4463   
Tauranga: Lani  Chr is tensen 07 577 0628
Waikato: Col leen Walker  07 853 7012
Wairarapa: Pip Dalg l iesh 06 378 8008

Wanganui : Anglea Campbel l  06 349 1919
Wel l ington: Gera ld Rixon 04 381 2850
West land: Helene Kahl  03 755 7799
Whakatane: Mart in  Hygemann 021 188 6522

RMBF Head Office: PO Box 1796, Wellington
Ph: 04 385 8999      Fax: 04 385 8995      Helpline: 0800 269 119

www.masterbuilder.org.nz

Brent Hall : Auckland Central/South, Coromandel, 0274 804 055
Grant  Hayes: Auckland North, Whangarei , 0272 859 516
Bob Br ingans: Tauranga, Waikato, Rotorua, Whakatane, Taupo, 
0274 961 050

Peter  Phi l ipsen (New Zealand Regional  Serv ice Manager) :
Wel l ington South/Centra l , Manawatu, Taranaki , 0274 846 207
Darry l  Fawcet : Wel l ington North, Kapi t i , Wairarapa, Hawke’s 
Bay, Gisborne, 0274 574 146

Ian Gould (Southern Region Manager) : Ashburton, South 
Canterbury, Otago, Gore, South land, 0274 357 397
Peter  Winchester : Nelson, Mar lborough, West land, Canterbury, 
0274 722 226

Registered Master Builders Association Managers:

RMBF Regional Service Team:

The fi nished 
interior.

Stagnant real estate listing garners nearly $700,000 for charity



Southland
The Registered Master Builders Association as a guild is, 
without question, top quality. Not only was the work fi rst 
class, but the manner in which they went about their 
trade was inspirational. Ray Harper told me that “all 
chippies are born in heaven” and now, I’m afraid, I have 
to agree.

To not only those building companies but all the young 
fellas employed in your guild, a huge thank you. Without 
your collective this project would not have succeeded.

Sean Bellew
Director, Southern Wide Real Estate City-Lifestyle

“It was good to do something for the community. With 
the industry the way it is these days, as builders we don’t 
get much time to assist with worthy causes so this was 
an opportunity to do something for the community. The 
project was well organised and we were happy to be 
involved.”

Hamish Broomfi eld Builder Ltd

Cunningham Building & Construction Ltd had no 
hesitation in donating our services of skilled 
tradespeople to help out in the renovation of “Hospice 
House”. The vision to undertake this project by Sean and 
Tom was a fantastic idea, and the backing from the 
community to assist such a worthy cause as the Hospice 
was outstanding. All of us at Cunningham Building & 
Construction Ltd are very proud to be involved.

Kelvin O’Connell 
Managing Director

Cunningham Building & Construction Ltd

Amalgamated Builders Ltd were always going to be 
involved with this project once we heard about the 
concept. There are very few people in our community 
whose lives have not been touched by a terminal illness, 
and the work and support the Hospice gives at this time in 
their lives makes it a most worthy recipient of our support.

We were delighted to be able to offer our company 
resources and contribute to what ended up being an 
amazing local project that brought the wider community 
together whilst benefi ting our own community.

Everyone who donated their support to this project can 
be justifi ably proud of their efforts.

We congratulate Sean Bellew and Tom Dowling on 
having the foresight to initiate a project like this, and the 
management team that was put in place for the job they 
did which culminated in such an amazing outcome.

Bruce Middleton
Amalgamated Builders Ltd

What they said:

Registered Master Builders involved in the project:
Amalgamated Builders Ltd
Cunningham Building & Construction Ltd
Jennian Homes Southland Ltd
Barry Helm Building Contractor
Barry Stewart Builders Ltd
BJ Carter Builder

Calder Stewart Industries Ltd
D G Archer Construction Ltd
Hamish Broomfi eld Builder Ltd
Sherlock Homes Ltd
Donaldson Construction Services Ltd

foreseen at the outset.

A job like this doesn’t come together without 
some serious project management. The “little 
renovation” became a 40 hour-a-week mission 
for the Pophams. Their skills in project and 
relationship management proved extremely 
valuable with the co-ordination and organisation 
of all the materials and sub-trades over this 12-
week period.

“It was a real balancing act and an exercise in 
diplomacy to ensure everyone turned up at the 
right time to do their bit, especially as everyone 
was working for free,” Vicki says.

The best part is that the house was sold for 

$1,026,000 in a deal that surprised even the two 

instigators, making almost $700,000 for Hospice 

Southland.

The buyer has no intention of living in the property, 

seeing it more as a donation to hospice while 

recognising the real value of the huge community 

input. So the two real estate men hope they will 

get to sell the property again soon to a buyer who 

will enjoy the benefi ts of all that effort.

Once again Registered Master Builders showed 

they are more than just builders. Their community 

spirit and commitment, together with the 

dedication of Southland businesses, culminated 

in the completion of a fantastic community initiative.

Above: Amalgamated Builders Ltd’s Nigel Buchanan walks across the deck in front of the 
reframed kitchen area on Thursday. It is ready for the roofi ng iron and the weatherboards, 
which have been specially milled to match the rest of the house.
Below: By Tuesday only the fl oor and the pergola remained, and Amalgamated Builders Ltd 
chippies, from left, Pale Tuilagi, Danny Taylor and Nigel Buchanan had started reframing the 
lean-to.
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Dedicated Kiwis head to Ethiopia
to build homes for families

Just as he said he would in the Dec/Jan issue of 
Building Today, Auckland Registered Master Builder Marty 
van der Burg has been back to Ethiopia to investigate the 
logistics of taking a team of Kiwis there to help construct 
homes on behalf of Habitat for Humanity.

Marty fi rst got involved with building for people in 
need through a project by the Paul Holmes television 
programme a couple of years ago. With fellow RMB 
Rod Percival taking the lead, they built a house for the 
Ofafonua family in 2004.

He was then approached by Habitat for Humanity to 
take part in a “Building Blitz” in South Auckland where 
fi ve houses were built by more than 500 volunteers in a 
week. Marty and his team were responsible for 
building one of the fi ve houses while, at the same 
time, teaching volunteers skills in the building trade.

For the sum of just NZ$2500, a house can be built in 
Ethiopia — a fairly paltry sum to accommodate an 
entire family. Marty donates this sum out of the profi t 
of every house he builds here in New Zealand, but 
feels he can be a lot more effective by taking a hands-
on approach.

“I know that if I can expose a team from here to the 
kind of poverty these people have to deal with and 
show them how a little can go a long way, the ‘can do’ 
Kiwi attitude will take over and we will achieve a lot 
more on the ground over there,” he says.

The return trip in February this year helped Marty 
cement the necessary relationships and piece together 
a plan to ensure this project was possible. The city of 
Jimma, in the Kefa province of south-west Ethiopa, has 
been identifi ed as the place that the New Zealand 
team will be based.

This is one of the larger coffee growing areas, and was 

chosen particularly for this reason because it will aid 
subsistence farmers and their families. Coffee is 
second only to oil as the world’s largest commodity, 
and these coffee growers see very little of the profi ts 
generated from their hard labour.

Marty’s team of volunteers is made up of 19 Kiwis 
ranging from 21 to 73 years old, and is the fi rst New 
Zealand team to go to Ethiopia for a Habitat for 
Humanity project.

As well as the four RMBs (three from Auckland and 
one from Wanganui) there is a policeman, a barista, a 
plumber, two handymen, an art student, a personal 
trainer, a couple of retired blokes, two people from the 
wider construction industry, an IT manager and two 
New Zealand resident Ethiopians who will be 
invaluable in helping the team get immersed in the 
culture.

Team member Jo Duggan, marketing development 
manager for Resene, says she has spent the past 15 
years working for a number of organisations in the 
construction industry.

“I met Marty during this time and a couple of months 
ago he canvassed my interest in being a part of this 
project. My fi rst reaction was that I’d love to go and 
what a fantastic opportunity, but then reality set in — 
four weeks’ leave from a relatively new job, a teenage 
daughter at home, a family dog, not quite fi nished 
renovations — the list goes on.

“But after more thought and my daughter telling me I 
couldn’t not go, the decision was made.

Donated regularly

“I have donated regularly to many different charities in 
the past, but you sometimes really don’t know where 
the money goes. With Habitat for Humanity I really like 
the idea of giving up my time, energy and a bit of 
money and seeing what you are doing fi rst hand.

“It’s going to be a dramatically different experience, 

and I am pleased I am at a stage in my life that I am 
able to do it. I am hoping this experience will drive me 
to do more at home,” Jo says.

They will hit the ground running with some houses that 
need fi nishing and six new, very labour-intensive mud 
brick houses to complete in the short time they are there.

They’ll also take a look around the area and visit a 
coffee plantation and the Fair Trade offi ces in Addis 
Ababa, and an orphanage that is supported by the 
Ethiopian community based in Auckland.

“I want to show the team, fi rst hand, the good work 
that’s being done and that this is a place where you 
can trust the donation dollar,” Marty says.

As well as needing to take four weeks off work, 
members of the team are all dipping into their own 
pockets to cover the costs of them being in Ethiopia. 
Marty has been busily generating sponsorship to cover 
the cost of the team’s fl ights, and contributions have 
been very kindly donated by Gloria Jeans Coffee, 
PlaceMakers National Offi ce, Absolute Waste 
Services, Crosson Clarke, Carnachan Architects, 
PlaceMakers Mt Wellington, Nautica Homes, Cerebos 
Greggs and James Hardie.

Apart from a number of individual donations, there 
have been contributions from Architectural Profi les Ltd 
and East Auckland Registered Master Builders who 
took collections at events they’ve held recently.

The team leaves on October 6, and we’ll be following 
their progress in future issues of Building Today. We 
wish Marty and the team all the very best, and 
commend them on fl ying the Registered Master Builders 
and New Zealand fl ags for such a worthy cause.

For more information on Habitat for Humanity go to 
www.habitatnz.co.nz or, if you are interested in 
supporting the team or getting involved, contact Marty 
van der Burg on 021 670 721 or 09 579 5516, or email 
mvdburg@pl.net.Traditional houses.

Above: House in Shasemene.

Making mud bricks in Jimma.
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All regional award winners now found

The regional 2007 House of the Year and RMB 
Commercial Project Awards have ended, with the last 
gala award ceremonies taking place in Ashburton, 
Auckland, Manawatu, Marlborough, Taranaki, 
Wairarapa, Wanganui and Wellington.

Made possible by principal sponsor PlaceMakers and a 
national sponsor family, the gala dinners hosted by 
Registered Master Builders Associations are a 
highlight of the local construction industry calendar 
and were well attended and enjoyed by all.

The PlaceMakers Supreme Award/House of the Year 
and RMB Commercial Project of the Year winners for 
each Association are:

Ashburton:

PlaceMakers Supreme Award and House of the Year:
K Fowler Homes Ashburton Ltd; New Homes $250,000 
- $350,000

RMB Commercial Project of the Year: Bradford Building 
Ashburton Ltd; Retail and Business Project, Rakaia

Auckland:

PlaceMakers Supreme Award and House of the Year:
B J Wilson Builders Ltd; New Homes over $1 million

RMB Commercial Project of the Year: Scarbro 
Construction Ltd; for the 
Microsoft House on the 
Auckland Viaduct

Manawatu:

PlaceMakers Supreme 
Award and House of the 
Year: Diamond Homes 
Ltd; New Homes 
$600,000 - $1 million

RMB Commercial 
Project of the Year: 
McMillan and 
Lockwood PN Ltd; 
Hopkirk Research 
Centre at Massey 
University

Marlborough:

PlaceMakers Supreme 
Award and House of the 
Year: Tomlinson 
Construction Ltd; New 
Homes $600,000 - $1 
million

RMB Commercial Project 
of the Year: Thompson & 

Devanny Construction Company Ltd; for a retail and 
business project in Picton

Taranaki:

PlaceMakers Supreme Award and House of the Year: 
Robert Anderson Builders Limited T/A Cavalier Homes 
Taranaki; New Homes $450,000 - $600,000

RMB Commercial Project of the Year: Kodesign Farm 
Development Ltd; for the Seismic Industrial/Utility 
Project in Waitara

Wairarapa:

PlaceMakers Supreme Award and House of the Year:
D R Borman Ltd; New Homes $600,000 - $1 million

Wanganui:

PlaceMakers Supreme Award and House of the Year: 
O’Donnell Building T/A Jennian Homes Wanganui; 
New Homes under $250,000

RMB Commercial Project of the Year: DML Builders 
(2003) Ltd; for Inframax in Wanganui

Wellington:

PlaceMakers Supreme Award and House of the 
Year: Matex Properties Ltd; New Homes over $1 
million

RMB Commercial Project of the Year: McKee Fehl 
Constructors Ltd; for the Executive Wing (The Beehive) 
in Wellington
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Domestic

Trade/Industrial
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This New Homes over $1 million entry won the Auckland PlaceMakers Supreme Award/House of the Year for
B J Wilson Builders Ltd.

Wellington RMB Commercial Project of the Year winner, the Executive Wing (The 
Beehive), by McKee Fehl Constructors Ltd.
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2006 award-winning home makes 
most of striking harbour views

A stunning holiday home overlooking one of New 

Zealand’s most beautiful harbours and the rolling hills 

of Banks Peninsula was the winner of the New Homes 

$600,000-$1 million category in the Registered Master 

Builders 2006 House of the Year, in association with 

PlaceMakers.

Built by Andrew Wallace Builder Ltd, this beautiful 

beach house in the historic and picturesque town of 

Akaroa boasts striking harbour and countryside views, 

which can be seen from the 76 sq m front terrace, the 

interior living areas and the master bedroom.

The judges applauded this work of art by Andrew 

Wallace, and said viewing the home reveals many 

complex yet minimalist features but, above all, 

impressive and functional designs.

“The combination of quality workmanship, practical 

features and functionality of design make for a 

fabulous place to relax and soak up the atmosphere,” 

the judges said.

This is just one example of the excellent coordination 

and control that Andrew Wallace has achieved.”

The property has four spacious bedrooms and four 

bathrooms spread over two levels, which can be either 

used independently by owners and guests or together 

as one spacious family home.

The fi rst fl oor includes an open kitchen, dining and 

living area which fl ows to the front terrace, while the 

ground fl oor design includes an additional kitchen, 

living area and laundry.

Adjacent to the fi rst fl oor kitchen is a cosy patio area, 

the perfect location for capturing early morning sun 

over a relaxed breakfast.

Floor-to-ceiling sliding doors open to the tiled terrace 

with glass panels surrounding the area, so the 

sweeping views are unobstructed. The large terrace 

easily operates as an outdoor dining area with sail 
canopies used to provide shade.

The contemporary architecture of the home is 
particularly refl ected in the bathrooms which have a 
very high standard of design and fi xtures, while the 
interior colour tones complement the outstanding 
vistas from the home.

The exterior design embraces the harbour surrounds, 
and includes plaster walls and aluminium facades, 
while louvres and glass balustrades frame this holiday 
home with functional trendsetting style.

The open plan living area features hi-tech audio 
components, an air-conditioning system and a cabinet 
over the large custom-made gas fi replace, cleverly 
disguising a large fl at screen TV behind its sliding 
doors.

Contemporary joinery and cabinetry throughout the 
house is of excellent quality, and the standard of 
bathroom fi nishing is particularly impressive — namely 
the clever labyrinth entries to the showers and the 
wallboard work around door and window openings.

Andrew Wallace Builders entered the House of the 
Year competition after seeing fellow Registered 
Master Builders enjoy the prestige and recognition 
obtained after winning awards in this highly regarded 
competition.

“This recognition of our workmanship needs to be 
shared by my dedicated team of staff, loyal 
subcontractors and suppliers,” Mr Wallace says.

He is also pleased that the competition increases the 
public’s trust in the construction industry by 
showcasing builders’ skills and innovative Kiwi design.
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Great product ‘stacked up’ well in 2006

A New Plymouth apartment constructed by David 
Fabish Ltd far and away exceeded judges’ expectations 
in taking out the James Hardie Show Home Award in 
the Registered Master Builders 2006 House of the 
Year, in association with PlaceMakers.

The third-storey apartment is situated on the top fl oor 
of an exclusive two-dwelling development in New 
Plymouth. The architect’s brief was to create a building 
that made full use of the extensive sea and city views 
to the north.

The minimalist design incorporates two apartments, 
two double garages and an additional workshop or 
offi ce space for each, with the entry and lift shared.

Some of the impressive features of this show home 
include Hansgrohe tapware, Bosch appliances, German 
toilets and basins, designer kitchen and extensive tiling.

The insulation levels and hand-wired fi re detection 
system are well above code requirements, and the 
audio-visual entry system and solid-core fi re doors 
ensure complete security.

The innovative design of this property has created a 

happy equilibrium between a modern, industrial-

looking exterior, and a warm, residential feel inside.

There are solid-fi lled concrete block walls on the 

ground fl oor level, with pre-cast concrete slabs and 

steel frames above. The north wall is fi nished with 

painted synthetic composite weatherboards over a 

timber frame on the upper two levels, and has 

anodised double-glazed aluminium windows.

The west wall, looking out to the Tasman Sea, is 

constructed from thick compressed sheet with negative 

expressed joints.

A large square window looks seaward from the lounge, 

which opens to a corner kwila slatted deck. The 

balustrade is aluminium-framed and vertically 

cantilevered, and each balcony has a steel corner post 

which supports the widely cantilevering aluminium 

corrugated sheet roofi ng.

The cantilever provides shading to the north face, 

while the recessed balcony also shades the kitchen 

and living room.

After looking at several of the more standard types of 
show home, this property was a real surprise for the 
judges, who were particularly impressed by the 
minimalist design of the building.

“Nothing can be hidden. There are no mouldings to 
hide poor junctions, and we saw no attempt to do so. 
We were very impressed and this property well 
satisfi ed our show home criteria,” the judges 
commented.

Mr Fabish entered the House of the Year competition 
because he believed he had a great product and 
wanted to see how it stacked up against other top 
entries.

“We were really humble in our expectations but 
walked away with a national award, which was great,” 
Mr Fabish said.

“It’s been a tremendous boost to our current clients 
and our future clients who have read about it in the 
paper.

“I strongly encourage people to enter because you just 
don’t know how far you will go!”
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Zip  Level
Zip  Level
Zip  Level
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• Accurate to 2mm
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down holes
• Clear digital display 
• Unlimited range

Phone:
03 377 9949

No. 1 Elevation Measurement System
Enormous time saving and

one-person operation

Fax:
03 377 9948 

Premier building awards fi n a
The national fi nalists in the Registered Master Builders 2007 
House of the Year and RMB Commercial Project Awards have been 
announced.

The programme, sponsored by PlaceMakers, is in its 17th year. 
Excellence in workmanship by Registered Master Builders 
throughout the country has resulted in 100 Gold Reserve fi nalists 
representing the very best of the 675 entrants in 20 regional 
competitions held throughout the country during June, July and 
August.

They will vie for New Zealand’s top two building honours — the 
2007 House of the Year (winner of the PlaceMakers Supreme 
Award), and the RMB Commercial Project of the Year.

These national titles, together with category winners and Lifestyle 
Awards, will be announced at a black-tie gala dinner at Auckland’s 
SkyCity Convention Centre on October 27.

The 100 fi nalists’ properties will be rejudged during September 
and October to determine the winners in each category and the 
overall winners.

The House of the Year and RMB Commercial Project Awards are 
made possible through the support of principal sponsor 
PlaceMakers and supporting sponsors James Hardie, GIB Living 
Solutions, Pink Batts Ultra (Tasman Insulation), Mico Bathrooms, 
Housing New Zealand Corporation, Nulook, Future-Proof Building, 
SeismicMA and QBE Insurance.

Gold Reserve National Finalists, by region, are:

Auckland Region (including Far North, Auckland and 
Coromandel)
New Homes under $250,000:
Haven NZ Ltd, for a property in Pukekohe
New Homes $250,000 - $350,000: 
Jalcon Homes, JAL Construction, for a property in St Heliers
David Reid Homes Whangarei Ltd, for a property in Ngunguru
New Homes $450,000 - $600,000:
Urbo Homes, for a property in Whangarei
New Homes $600,000 - $1 million: 
Jennian Homes Rodney Ltd, for a property in Matakana
Trend Developments, for a property in Whangaparaoa
Mitchell Homes, for a property in Clevedon
Nautica Homes Ltd, for a property in Dairy Flat, and a property in 
Mangawhai Heads
Barton Builders Ltd, for a property in Piha
Allwood Manning Ltd, for a property in St Heliers
Novatec Homes, for a property in Omaha Beach
Darryl Trigg Builder Ltd, for a property in Ruakaka
New Homes over $1 million:
Barton Builders Ltd, for a property in North Piha
B J Wilson Builders Ltd, for a property in Waioneke
Marty van der Burg Builders Ltd, for a property in Half Moon 
Bay
Moors Construction Ltd, for a property in Waimanu Bay
Southam Builders Ltd, for a property in Whitford
Nulook Builder’s Own Home Award:
Ascension Homes Ltd, for a property in Ramarama

Barton Builders Ltd, for a property in Piha
James Hardie Show Home:
Rod Percival Builders Ltd, for a property in Whitianga
Stonewood Homes (Northern) Ltd, for a property in Omaha
QBE Insurance Retail and Business Commercial Project:
Scarbro Construction Ltd, for Microsoft House in Auckland
Health Commercial Project:
Lawton Building and Development Ltd, for the Eastcliffe on Orakei 
Apartments

Waikato
New Homes under $250,000:
Generation Developments Ltd, for a property in Chesterfield, 
Hamilton
New Homes $350,000 - $450,000:
Truestyle Homes Ltd, for a property in Horsham Downs, Hamilton
New Homes $450,000 - $600,000:
Rutherford Homes, for a property in Huntington, Hamilton
New Homes $600,000 - $1 million:
Broadway Construction Company Ltd, for a property in Ngatea
New Homes over $1million:
R & A Windsor Builders, for a property in Te Awamutu
Nulook Builder’s Own Home:
Lincoln Homes Ltd, for a property in Matangi, Hamilton
Rob van Weerd Construction Ltd, for a property in Hamilton
James Hardie Show Home Award:
Lincoln Homes Ltd, for a property in Cambridge
QBE Retail and Business Commercial Project:
Stanley Construction and Fletcher Construction (Joint Venture), for 
the New World Supermarket, in Rototuna
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BoardWalk

www.boardwalk.co.nz

A Revolutionary New
Industry Innovation

A Revolutionary New
Industry Innovation

Boardwalk Systems NZ Ltd
Phone: 64 9 6388 278  Email: boardwalk@clear.net.nz

BoardWalk is a Modular Platform System

designed to provide safety and protection

over a wide range of applications. Initially its

use has been for low pitch roofing where access

is required for maintenance to roof-top plant

and machinery. The product is seeing increased

use as temporary flooring over wet or unstable

areas, and for outdoor shows and displays.

rmbf news  ° ° ° 



Education Commercial Project:
Livingstone Bros Ltd, for Block S, University of Waikato
Seismic Industrial/Utility Project:
Naylor Love Ltd, for the Waikato Mail Centre in Hamilton

Tauranga
PlaceMakers Renovation Award $250,000 - $500,000:
Adobe Enterprise Ltd, for a property in Kaimai Downs
PlaceMakers Renovation over $500,000:
Moyle Construction Ltd, for a property in Tauranga
New Homes over $1 million:
Moyle Construction Ltd, for a property in Mt Maunganui
Murray Pedersen Builders Ltd, for a property in Mt Maunganui
Shaw Builders Ltd, for a property in Papamoa
Education Commercial Project:
Mainzeal Property and Construction Ltd, for the Papamoa Library 
and Service Centre

Whakatane
New Homes $250,000 - $350,000:
Glencoe Construction Ltd, for a property in Whakatane

Rotorua
New Homes $450,000 - $600,000:
Glencoe Construction Ltd, for a property in the Waikite Valley

Hawkes Bay
New Homes under $250,000:
Homeworx Design and Build Ltd, for a property in Havelock North
New Homes $600,000 - $1million:
Welch Builders and Construction, for a property in Havelock North

Taupo
PlaceMakers Renovation $250,000 - $500,000:
Haimes Building Ltd, for a property in Taupo
New Homes $350,000 - $450,000
Peter Richards Builders, for a property in Acacia Bay
David Reid Homes Taupo Ltd, for a property in Kinloch
New Homes $600,000 - $1million:
Haimes Building Ltd, for a property in Taupo
New Homes over $1million:
Haimes Building Ltd, for a property in Acacia Bay

Taranaki
New Homes $350,000 - $450,000
Kuriger Builders Taranaki Ltd, for a property in Opunake
Kodesign Builders Ltd, for a property in New Plymouth
James Hardie Show Home Award:
Signature Homes Taranaki, for a property in New Plymouth
G J Gardner Homes, for a property in New Plymouth

Manawatu
PlaceMakers Renovation Award up to $250,000:
Alteration Specialists Ltd, for a property in Palmerston North

Wairarapa
New Homes $600,000 - $1 million:
D R Borman Ltd, for a property in Carterton

Wellington
PlaceMakers Renovation Award over $500,000:
N T Stevens Ltd, for a property in Mt Victoria
New Homes over $1 million:
Matex Properties Ltd, for a property in Khandallah
Nulook Builder’s Own Home Award:
Castle Home Builders Ltd, for a property in Churton Park
QBE Insurance Retail and Business Commercial Project:
McKee Fehl Constructors Ltd, for the Executive Wing (The 
Beehive)
Seismic Industrial Utility Commercial Project:
Mainzeal Property and Construction Ltd, for the Avalon Fire 
Station in Lower Hutt

Nelson
PlaceMakers Renovation over $500,000:
A J Brown Building Ltd, for a property in Nelson
New Homes $350,000 - $450,000:
Inhaus Ltd, for a property in Richmond
Ian McCully Builders Ltd, for a property in Wakefield
New Homes $600,000 - $1million:
Trubet Holdings Ltd, for a property in Richmond
Nulook Builder’s Own Home:
Headstart Developments Ltd, for a property in Atawhai
Inhaus Ltd, for a property in Little Kaiteriteri
Housing New Zealand Community Development Award:
Tasman Holdings Ltd, for a property in Nelson
QBE Insurance Retail and Business Project:
Kidson Construction Ltd, for the Woollaston Winery, in Mahana

Marlborough
New Homes $250,000 - $350,000:
Tomlinson Construction Ltd, for a property in Blenheim
QBE Insurance Retail and Business Commercial Project:
Thompson and Devanny Construction, for their property in 
Picton

Westland
PlaceMakers Renovation under $250,000:
Robert Caldana Builder, for a property in Punakaiki
New Homes $450,000 - $600,000:
Lilly Builders Ltd, for a property in Moana
Tourism and Leisure Commercial 
Project:
Chris Yeats Builders Ltd, for 
Hukawai at Franz Josef

Canterbury
PlaceMakers Renovation $250,000 
- $500,000:
Les O’Connell Builders Ltd, for a 
property in Kaiapoi
PlaceMakers Renovation over 
$500,000:
Clive Barrington Construction, for a 
property in Christchurch
New Homes $250,000 - $350,000:
Benchmark Homes, for a property 
in the Styx Mill Country Club
New Homes $450,000 - $600,000:
Character Homes Ltd, for a 
property in Ohoka
John Creighton Builder Ltd, for a 
property in Waimairi Beach
New Homes $600,000 - $1 million:
Design Construction Ltd, for a 
property in Fendalton
Horncastle Homes Ltd, for a 
property in Hampton Grange
Real Builders Ltd, for a property in 
Rangiora
Mark Prosser Builders Ltd, for a 
property in Taitapu
James Hardie Show Home:
Mike Greer Homes Ltd, for a 
property in Broken Run
QBE Insurance Retail and Business 
Project:
Hanham and Philp Contractors Ltd, 
for the IAG Centre in Addington, 
Christchurch
Health Commercial Project:
Mainzeal Property and Construction 
Ltd, for the Burwood Hospital 
Surgical Services Unit in 
Christchurch

 alists announced
South Canterbury
PlaceMakers Renovation under $250,000:
O’Connell Construction SC Ltd, for a property in Timaru
Nulook Builder’s Own Home
Wilson Building Timaru Ltd, for a property in Hadlow

Southern Region (including Otago, Gore and Southland)
New Homes $600,000 - $1million:
Cunningham Building and Construction Ltd, for a property in 
Rosedale, Invercargill
Colin Thom Builder Ltd, for a property in East Taieri, Dunedin
New Homes over $1 million:
A J Saville Builder Ltd, for a property in Millbrook Resort, 
Arrowtown
W Hamilton Building Ltd, for a property in Arrowtown
JJ Oskam, for a property in Maori Hill, Dunedin
D & M Builders Queenstown Ltd, for a property in Queenstown
Nulook Builder’s Own Home Award:
Jennian Homes Southland Ltd, for a property in Invercargill
R and J Homes Ltd, for a property in Wanaka
Education Commercial Project:
Naylor Love Ltd, for the Leith View Arana Halls of Residence at 
the University of Otago
Seismic Industrial/Utility Project:
Naylor Love Ltd (Central Division), for the Queenstown Courthouse
Tourism and Leisure Project:
Calder Stewart Construction Ltd, for the ILT Velodrome, Invercargill
Amalgamated Builders 2001 Ltd, for the University Oval 
Grandstand, Dunedin







This is a reproduction of RMBF’s electronic newsletter to members.
Go to your online copy for access to all the information!

KiwiSaver - ready to hit the road

The TOWER KiwiPlan KiwiSaver for the Masters Group is now up and 

running. All the relevant information and documentation for members is up 

on the members’ website. A national roadshow commences on 28 August in 

Auckland, the itinerary is on the members’ website.

Home affordability issues - next steps

RMBF’s submission on the Home Affordability Inquiry was discussed with 

the Commerce Select Committee.  We received a good hearing from the 

Committee - whose findings are expected around Christmas. 

Vehicle deal for members

We have been working on an improved vehicle deal for members. We went 

out to a number of vehicle companies and Rutherford and Bond Toyota has 

offered the best deal with discounts of between 15-24% on various vehicles.  

Click here to find out about the arrangement.

Rules for Licensed Building Practitioners released

The Rules that will set out the standards of competence that building 

practitioners must meet in order to be licensed were announced by Building 

and Construction Minister Hon Clayton Cosgrove. Read the media release 

here

Contract amendments and special conditions

Do you do commercial work, and deal with government departments, if so 

-our In-house Legal Counsel, Neil Shaw has a question for you.  “Have you 

experienced a situation where tender documents include inappropriate or 

onerous amendments or special conditions to be added to the contract?” 

To find out more about the latest publications, newsletters, websites 

and seminars available to our members go to the members’ section of 

the Registered Master Builders website www.masterbuilder.org.nz



Top young 
apprentices 
compete for 
national title
Young carpentry apprentices all over the country are sharpening their tools and 
honing their skills as they prepare to contest the inaugural national title in the 
Registered Master Builders Apprentice of the Year competition, in association with 
Carters.

Key players in New Zealand’s construction industry have joined forces to fi nd the 
country’s top carpentry apprentice as part of an ongoing commitment to recognise 
excellence among apprentices, and raise awareness of careers in the industry.

Backed by principal sponsor Carters and supporting sponsors the Building and 
Construction Industry Training Organisation (BCITO), Registered Master Builders 
Federation (RMBF) and the Department of Building and Housing, this year’s competition 
is being staged in 10 regions around New Zealand, before the winner of each region 
heads to Wellington to compete for the national title in November.

A record 134 entries have been received in the 2007 competition, which has 
experienced huge growth since starting as a Wellington-based contest in 2004, and 
expanding to nine regional competitions nationwide in the following two years.

BCITO chief executive Ruma Karaitiana says the increase in interest in the 2007 
Apprentice of the Year is due, in part, to the introduction of a national title, as well as 
growing recognition and support for the competition from the public and the 
construction industry.

It also refl ects the emphasis the Government is placing on industry training.

“With more than 8500 carpentry apprentices registered at training organisations in 
New Zealand, the Apprentice of the Year Awards are an important and valued initiative 
which help ensure the development of a sustainable workforce in our country,” Mr 
Karaitiana says.

Awards serve to inspire

“The awards serve to inspire the next generation of skilled carpenters by recognising 
and encouraging excellence as well as the hard work and determination required to 
complete an apprenticeship.”

In the coming weeks, entrants in the competition will be interviewed by a judging 
panel, made up of representatives from Registered Master Builders, the BCITO and 
Carters.

Up to 10 fi nalists will then be selected from each region and the judging panel will 
undertake a site visit to each fi nalist’s building site to determine regional winners.

The 10 regional winners will be announced at awards evenings around the country 
between mid-September and the end of October, before the regional winners meet in 
Wellington to compete for the National Apprentice of the Year title on November 6 and 7.

rmbf news  ° ° ° 
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Bill to help leaky homes 
claimants arrives
too late for some

Building and Construction Minister Clayton Cosgrove says leaky homes claimants 
can now be certain that Weathertight Homes Tribunal and WHRS adjudicators are able 
to award general damages, including those for mental distress or anxiety.

However, the Weathertight Homes Resolution Services (Remedies) Amendment Bill 
passed through Parliament recently has arrived too late for some leaky home owners.

At least one owner has taken his own life and 10 others are on suicide watch, while 
hundreds of others are facing bankruptcy and wrecked lives as aggressive body 
corporates hound them for thousands of dollars to fi x leaky buildings.

On top of ill health and shattered housing dreams, depression, anxiety and 
sleeplessness has descended upon those who watch as debts they cannot pay spiral 
with penalty interest.

Leaky Homes Action Group chairman John Gray is helping desperate apartment and 
multi-unit complex owners who can’t afford their share of bills run up by body 
corporates. Legal help is equally unaffordable.

Mr Gray predicts the leaky building human toll will be enormous. He knows at least 10 
people on “suicide watch” and many more who are seriously depressed.

He is almost overwhelmed by the number of distraught people worried about threats 
from body corporates over unpaid repair bills.

Meanwhile, Mr Cosgrove says the Bill clears up any future problems that could arise as 
a result of a recent High Court decision (March 29, 2007) that held general damages 
could not be awarded as compensation for any mental anxiety or stress under the 
legislation.

He said the Government moved quickly to rectify the situation, given that the judgment 
set a precedent that could have impacted on existing adjudications started under the 
WHRS Act 2002, and the administration of the WHRS Act 2006.

“To date, some 21% of WHRS settlements have included general damages, and two 
previous District Court appeal decisions also interpreted the WHRS Act 2002 as  
‘including’ such powers to claim general damages, so this High Court decision went 
against existing case and legal precedence.”

Mr Cosgrove thanked the Social Services Select Committee for its rapid work on the 
Bill, and stakeholders, including Mr Gray, who provided valuable guidance and 
assistance.

“Claimants value the awarding of general damages as an acknowledgement of the 
stress they have suffered.

“This change is great for WHRS claimants because being able to claim compensation 
for mental anxiety or distress is an important principle of justice for them.”

news  ° ° ° 
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SUPERIOR

BUILDING
COMPONENTS!
Thermal Insulation ... Sound Retention ...
Structural Strength ... Style ...
Lightweight ... Durable ... FUTURE PROOF!

139 Roscommon Rd,
Manukau City

Tel: 09 278 7175 or
Fax: 09 278 7193

0800 262 466
64 Pharazyn St,

Lower Hutt
Tel: 04 586 0254 or

Fax: 04 856 0031

www.styrobeck.co.nz

Underfl oor
Insulation

Void-Form
Architectural Shapes

Form-Flow
Waterproof membrane 
protection

Geo-Foam
In ground fi ll

Search magazine archives at
www.buildingtoday.co.nz



IT’S ABOUT TIME
Stronger safer
CaNbrace saves time and construction costs
Be part of a unique innovation in building construction, 

Canbrace future-proof bracing. Canbrace is a unique and 

proudly New Zealand designed bracing system that arrives 

on site in its own frames. This saves time and construction 

costs while enhancing the value of your home.

Talk to your architect about how you can benefi t 

from specifying Canbrace.

110 RIMU road (UNIT 4) paraparaumu 

PO Box 2056 Raumati Beach New Zealand

T: 04 904 4182 F: 04 904 4184 E: info@canbrace.com 

www.canbrace.com
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Safety test results with a twist

According to the results of a test conducted by 
Consumer magazine recently, seven ladders fall short 
of their specifi cation claims.

The magazine tested 11 well-known ladders against 
nine selected tests in the Australian and New Zealand 
AS/NZS1892.1:1996 Standard for Portable Metal 
Ladders.

It describes the test sample as ladders with an “A” 
confi guration that has swing-up back legs to produce a 
straight ladder.

They are made of aluminium, and are approximately 
1.8m high with six steps, and 3.2m in the fully open 
position.

The tests were done on domestic and serious DIY 
models with a load rating of 120kg to 180kg, keeping 

in mind “the upper end of the range would be getting 

into commercial/industrial models”.

Consumer tested the Ability AB10004, Alco ACH6, 

Bailey Comet 6, Butlers Extendable, Gorilla DM006C, 

Sentinel, Bailey Comet 6 Plus, Gorilla DM0061, Ulrich 

CS and Warthog ladders.

The only ladders that passed all nine strength tests 

were the Ability AB10004 and Butlers Extendable in 

the “domestic” category, and the Bailey Comet 6 Plus 

and Gorilla DM0061 in the “industrial” category.

The most common failure in both categories was the 

twist test. Six ladders failed this test to varying 

degrees — three by considerable and three by small 

margins.

The magazine published an article detailing its 

fi ndings. However, not all ladder manufacturers agree 

with the conclusions in the article. Building Today 

magazine spoke to representatives of Alco, Warthog 

and Bailey ladders.

solid, secure, natural

Here’s your chance to own a Lockwood franchise.
If you’ve got an eye for business and you’re a mover and a shaker - let’s talk. 
We’re looking for exceptional people to work with an exceptional brand. Lockwood is 
recognised and respected around the world as a leading timber home system. We have 
exciting plans to offer our customers and exciting plans to market these fine homes. 

If this sounds like you, get your dancing 
shoes on. Call Bruce Wallace, 07 349 7752 
or email brucewallace@lockwood.co.nz

Two Alco ladders, the ACH6 and the AC6 models, were 
tested. Alco national sales and marketing manager Jon 
Gibson says his company is very disappointed in the 
test results. The AC6 and the ACH6 ladders marginally 
failed the twist test.

Mr Gibson says Alco’s ongoing in-house ladder test 
results mirror those of an accredited ladder testing 
laboratory in New Zealand.

Personnel from this laboratory and the Department of 
Labour have been unable to fault the company’s testing 
methods and apparatus. In respect of Consumer’s tests, 
he says, “with the exception of the twist test, all other 
results concurred with our own records”.

He says the AS/NZ1892.1: 1996 Standard’s 27 tests 
are all critical in determining the safeness of a ladder.

“The Standard is very clear in this regard, describing 
these tests as compulsory when conducting any 
compliance testing of a ladder.

“Alco ladders meet or exceed all these tests as they 
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By Jenny Baker



(09) 377 3269

www.cssp.biz

info@cssp.biz

apply to the particular model of ladder being tested. 
We do not subscribe to selective testing of certain 
criteria only as we believe this does not provide a true 
measure of compliance to the Standard.

“And we are 100% confi dent that our products meet 
the Standard in all respects,” he says.

Shane Wearmouth, marketing manager of Northland-
based Easy Access, which produces the 180kg load-
rated Warthog WHSE06 ladder, has some concerns, 
too. The magazine complemented many of the 
Warthog’s safety characteristics, but failed it on the 
cantilever test.

“For me the problem with this article is it didn’t 
compare apples with apples. Our ladder is unique in 
the market — it has the highest load rating. It was 
also the only one tested to 180kg,” Mr Wearmouth 
says.

“It failed the test, but at a 167kg load, only 13kg less 
than that required for a 180kg rating — a point far 
beyond the industry standard of 120kg, and far beyond 
what any other ladder was tested to or could achieve,” 
Mr Wearmouth says.

“In the meantime, we’ve identifi ed there was a 
problem with a batch of faulty rivets and rectifi ed the 

matter, successfully retesting it to a 180kg rating. And 
users need to know the ladder is safe.”

Bill Cosgrove, general manager of Brisbane-based 
Bailey, which produces Ability, Bailey and Sentinel 
ladders, says had the magazine asked, the various 
ladder manufacturers could have provided valuable 
input into the procedures that would still have resulted 
in fair, independent tests and a balanced report.

Citing the procedure for testing the Sentinel, which 
failed the twist test, Mr Cosgrove says the mechanical 
tests put extreme loads on the ladders.

“Yet one ladder per model was used for all tests, 
rather than two or three. The twist test was done 
towards the end so I’m not surprised at the poor 
results. However, I’ve never seen these results in our 
own tests, in-house or independent.”

Also, he was surprised at the variance in results 
between the corresponding Ability and Sentinel model 
ladders, which are exactly the same product, but 
branded differently.

He contests the article’s advice that the Ability 
AB10004 could be used double-sided even if not 
labelled for this purpose.

“We didn’t label it as such because it’s not meant to be 

Innovation: 10 out of 10 — Ladder safety: 0 out 
of 10               Picture: Courtesy of swampmeetdave.com 

used double-sided,” he says.

The report concludes that “based on these results it’s 

time for the Government to make the Standard for 

ladders mandatory”, a sentiment that has been 

expressed often by all major ladder manufacturers.
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Learning 
doesn’t stop
in the 
construction 
industry

bcito news  ° ° ° 

The Building and Construction Industry Training Organisation (BCITO) has 
developed two new higher level qualifi cations — the National Certifi cate in 
Construction Leading Hand and the National Certifi cate in Construction Supervisor.

The Leading Hand qualifi cation is suitable for a tradesperson who has shown the 
ability and willingness to take responsibility that step further.

The qualifi cation assesses a range of skills including explaining and implementing 
site plans, communication and leadership skills, and technical skills and 
knowledge.

It was offered for the fi rst time this year at polytechnics across the country, 
including Manukau Institute of Technology, Bay of Plenty Polytechnic, Wellington 
Institute of Technology, Christchurch Polytechnic Institute of Technology, Southern 
Institute of Technology and Otago Polytechnic.

Upon completion of the Leading Hand qualifi cation a tradesperson wishing to 
upskill can progress to the National Certifi cate in Construction Supervisor.

The BCITO, in partnership with 15 polytechnics throughout the country, is currently 
developing the materials needed to deliver the Construction Supervisor qualifi cation. 
This will be completed in time for the fi rst batch of students completing the 
National Certifi cate in Construction Leading Hand course later this year.

This group of polytechnics is known in the sector as “the consortium”, and has 
grown to its current size from nine members. The other members of the consortium 
not already mentioned are Northland Polytechnic, Waikato Institute of Technology, 
Tairawhiti Polytechnic, Eastern Institute of Technology, Universal College of 
Education, The Open Polytechnic of New Zealand, Nelson Marlborough Institute of 
Technology, Tai Poutini Polytechnic and Aoraki Polytechnic.

The BCITO hopes to encourage more polytechnics to join the consortium in the 
future.

A number of the polytechnics in the consortium have indicated that they are going 
to deliver the Leading Hand qualifi cation in 2008. Polytechnics that delivered the 
Leading Hand qualifi cation this year will go on to deliver the Construction 
Supervisor qualifi cation next year as well.

If you are interested in either of these programmes you can contact one of the 
polytechnics listed above for more information.

If the polytechnic in your area is not listed you can contact the BCITO on
0800 422 486 with an expression of interest so that we can encourage other 
providers to get involved.

Eden Gate Automation

web site: www.edenhardware.co.nz

Fadini Strabuc Rising Bollard

P O Box 108 171, Symonds St, Auckland
Phone 09 638 8278 Fax 09 638 8588

e-mail: edenautogates@clear.net.nz

Showroom: Harold St, Mt Eden, Auckland

A division of Eden Hardware Group Ltd

Fadini and Aprimatic Gate Operators

Fadini Traffi c Barriers and Bollards

Videx Entry Systems

$1500
+GST

Auckland 09 294 7090
Wellington 04 237 9356

Christchurch 03 381 5243

0800  475  2657

RRP
$2159

For all your scaffolding needs

PRO SYSTEMS
4 Frames
2 End Frames with Gate
8 Steel Decks
1 Pro Rail Brace
2 Pro Full Braces
2 Side Handrail Frames
4 Base Jacks
2 Pro Stop Ends
4 Plank Locks

Save over $600

+GST



Nalco’s recent campaign to promote its Nulook Windows and Doors web site to architects was a success, with 
more than 1300 architects visiting and using the site. Architects and designers who registered their details on the 
site before the cut-off date went into a draw to win a coffee machine. The winner, Leon Bieldt of draw-the-line 
Studio Ltd in Manukau (left), receives his prize from Nalco marketing manager Mark Gilbert.

joinery° ° ° 

Designing problems away

Leaky buildings have been a major concern in the 
construction industry in the past 10 years. But joinery 
system supplier Nalco believes sensible product design 
and building installation detailing can keep moisture 
where it belongs — on the outside of windows.

National Aluminium Ltd (Nalco) marketing manager 
Mark Gilbert says the Auckland-based company, 
supplier to the Nulook and Bradnams range, carefully 
considered possible moisture ingress via joinery.

“We took the approach that if we can design the 
problem away or reduce the risk then we would be one 
step towards providing customers with better 
outcomes,” he says.

Designers of the Nulook Nutech product pinpointed 
screws that penetrate the joinery frames at corners 
and, at times, transom and mullion connection points 
to be vulnerable leak positions.

They then replaced screws in these positions with 
nylon moulded corner blocks supporting crimped 
corners, and screwless transom connection blocks 
where possible.

In addition, they designed the Nutech suite’s platform 
using High Performance Drainage, a design system 
that focuses on drainage paths.

“This attention to detail, as well as rigorous testing, 
ensured errant water is diverted from hazardous areas 
where possible, exiting outside the window,” Mr 
Gilbert says.

However, he adds, the best quality aluminium joinery 
will not prevent leaky building 
problems if the installation 
detail is inappropriate.

“Today, New Zealand’s building 
legislation is still causing 
confusion for many builders and 
territorial authorities. Parts of 
E2/AS1 can only be described as 
incomplete and do not address 
all the issues thoroughly,” he says.

In his opinion, examples of these are that sliding doors 
and bi-folds are expressly excluded from AS1 - 9.1.10.1 
requiring specifi c design — particularly in view of their 
popularity, and that the treatment of sill support, 

recommended by all window manufacturers for direct 
fi x and cavity installations, is only covered in E2/AS1 
by “Note 3”.

“This provides builders with no clear direction as to 
how best to support windows when a support bar has 
been widely promoted to the Department of Building 
and Housing (DBH) as being suitable by the Window 

Industry Association of New 
Zealand (WANZ),” he says.

He also regrets the complete 
exclusion of timber joinery 
installation details from
E2/AS1.

Mr Gilbert says Nalco 
contributed expertise to the 
WANZ technical team that 

developed an alternative solution to E2/AS1. Complete 
building installation details for a wide variety of 
cladding types are now available as a joint window 
industry solution.

To assists architects and builders, Nalco enhanced the 

WANZ solution, and now offers free installation 
detailing downloads in a variety of formats, including 
PDF, DXF, DWG and MOD on its web site.

The details cover the main cladding types and all door 
and window varieties, including rebated doorsill 
details.

This strategy struck a chord.

“During a recent promotion to architects, more than 
50% of our target group responded by registering on 
Nulook’s web site. This, in part, indicates the need for 
clarity in this area.

“Nalco would like to see a review of E2/AS1 in this 
area to bring together the ideas of the WANZ technical 
team and the DBH to create one installation system 
solution covering aluminium joinery.

“For builders and territorial authorities, this would help 
clarify installation requirements in an area of building 
which is prone to serious problems if details are not 
adequate,” he says.

For more information, visit www.nulook.co.nz.

New Zealand’s building legislation still causing confusion for many builders and TAs

Complete building 
installation details for a 
wide variety of cladding 
types are now available 
as a joint window 
industry solution

By Jenny Baker



A new window and door system with WeatherTightTM technology

IntrIntrIntrIntrIntroducingoducingoducingoducingoducing

Call Free 0508 800 755
www.nulook.co.nz

Our patented crimped corner
connector does more than just
add strength!

• It ensures mitre joints stay tight
and look great all the time.

• Provides controlled drainage
paths outside the building for
condensation and errant water.

Amazing Corner Connector

Water can cause damage within homes if it is not
controlled and drained safely to the exterior.

Advanced drainage technology prevents this because;
• Window and doorframes have been designed to

allow drainage through the glazing platform safely.
• During the crimping of corners there is automatic

back sealing of joints and the corner connector
provides controlled drainage paths.

• The inclusion of junction glazing seals designed to
reduce potential leaks.

Advanced Drainage Technology

Mullion/Transom Connectors
The secret to our mullion connector like our
crimped corner is “no screws!” No screws
through the frame so no chance of water
leaking into the windows from penetrations
in the frame!
Our clever connector system ensures
correct and safe placement of mullions
which:

• Fixes securely the mullion or transom
onto the frame without penetrating the
frame.

• Provides a controlled drainage path for
water to escape safely.
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Torsional Corner Blocks
Nutech includes specially designed
torsional blocks, which are inserted
in doorframe stiles. These blocks
serve multiple functions;

• They provide increased panel
rigidity in the door and

• Provide a weatherproof cap for
the doors stiles.

Torsional blocks improve strength,
which improves the door quality
keeping it light and providing trouble
free operation.

Nulook Window World (09)438 4079 WHANGAREI

Nulook Aztec Aluminium (09)439 8210 DARGAVILLE

Nulook Whangaparoa (09)424 8472 WHANGAPAROA

Windows 2000 North Shore (09)448 5577 AUCKLAND

Nulook East Tamaki (09)272 8186 AUCKLAND

Nulook Kumeu (09)412 8569 AUCKLAND

Nulook West (09)827 4422 AUCKLAND

Windows 2000 Ltd (09)275 1575 AUCKLAND

Waikato Aluminium (07)888 4221 MATAMATA

Nulook Huntly (07)828 9091 HUNTLY

Nulook Cambridge (07)827 8367 CAMBRIDGE

Nulook Te Awamutu (07)8715913 TE AWAMUTU

Nulook Whitianga (07)866 5451 WHITIANGA

Nulook Thames Valley (07)862 7558 PAEROA

Nulook Te Aroha (07)884 8389 TE AROHA

Nulook Tauranga (07)578 3917 TAURANGA

Nulook Te Puke (07)573 7415 TE PUKE

Joinery Direct Ltd (07)349 7753 ROTORUA

Gateway Glass & Aluminium (07)886 4297 TOKOROA

(07)868 3344 THAMES

Awapuni Joinery (06)867 3301 GISBOURNE

Wairoa Building Supplies (06)838 7332 WAIROA

Nulook Twin City Aluminium (06)878 0160 HASTINGS

LV & SG Nelson Aluminium (06)858 8578 WAIPUKURAU

Nulook New Plymouth (06)758 5616 NEW PLYMOUTH

Nulook Hawera (06)278 5199 HAWERA

Nulook Wanganui (06)345 2375 WANGANUI

Nulook Paraparaumu (04)298 7091 PARAPARAUMU

Capital Nulook (04)526 9933 UPPER HUTT

Orange Joinery (03)547 9784 NELSON

Nulook Motueka (03)528 9016 MOTUEKA

Nulook Nelson (03)546 7072 NELSON

Blenheim Building Centre (03)578 3049 BLENHEIM

TH Barnes (03)578 9329 BLENHEIM

Kaikoura Aluminium & Glass (03)319 5096 KAIKOURA

Nulook Advanced Aluminium (03)352 1265 CHRISTCHURCH

Bates Aluminium (03)388 8027 CHRISTCHURCH

Raylight Aluminium (03)366 5637 CHRISTCHURCH

Seymour Aluminium (03)348 9833 CHRISTCHURCH

Nulook Canterbury (03)389 6466 CHRISTCHURCH

Nulook Buller Bridge (03)789 8286 WESPORT

Sotherans (03)768 7643 GREYMOUTH

Morse Glass & Aluminium (03)688 3062 TIMARU

Van Leeuwen Aluminium (03)434 7161 OAMARU

Nulook Wanaka (03)443 1390 WANAKA

Morlite Aluminium (03)453 5980 DUNEDIN

North End Joinery (03)418 1390 BALCLUTHA

Abell Aluminium (03)208 4737 GORE

Otautau Joinery (03)225 8381 SOUTHLAND

Southland’s Window & Door (03)215 9068 INVERCARGILL

NULOOK fabricator licences are available in selected areas.Tel (09)272 1700

www.nulook.co.nz
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Evolution — improvements 
that work 

Auckland company Aluminium Systems New 

Zealand (ASL) recently introduced a new D1010 

product warranty and two new product lines, the 

Evolution Series and a new commercial range, to the 

market.

ASL owns the aluminium joinery brands Elite Windows 

and Doors and Fairview Windows and Doors. 

Marketing manager Rod Andrews says the new 

releases and other product developments have made 

2007 an “exceptionally busy year” for the company so 

far.

He explains ASL, a system supplier, designs and 

powder coats aluminium extrusion products, then 

distributes the metal to its network of fabricators 

throughout New Zealand for manufacture.

“Although we’re not seen as the ‘face’ of the brands, 

we put in an immense amount of work designing and

developing our products for the market. 
This includes the security, health, 
energy effi ciency and overall future 
proofi ng qualities of our products.”

The new D1010 Warranty, which gives 
a 10-year warranty on colour fading 
and the same on adhesion for the 40 
most popular powder coat colours, is 
the result of “breakthrough technology” 
by ASL’s powder coat supplier, Interpon.

Available only through Elite and 
Fairview fabricators, the warranty 
terms include cover for residential and 
commercial projects in harsh 
environments, such as marine 
locations.

The Evolution Series, released in May, is a range of 
windows and doors for residential, architectural and 
low rise commercial projects.

“Unlike standard joinery this highly versatile suite does 
not require timber liners. This gives the internal fi nish a 
modern, unfussy look,” Mr Andrews says.

The commercial range, released in 
August, includes 100mm, 125mm and 
150mm, front, centre and rear glazed 
commercial facades, as well as a 
curtain wall system.

“These new products, complemented by ASL’s shop 
drawing facility and technical support, position our 
fabricators ideally for any commercial projects ahead,” 
he says.

As joinery is an important barrier between the 
elements and the inside of a building, it must perform 
to high expectations. Mr Andrews says ASL products 
comply with all New Zealand construction industry 
standards.

“Also, ASL’s 35 years’ experience designing windows 
provides a depth of experience to builders and 
specifi ers, giving them the assurance of quality that 
comes from professionalism.”

The Fairview Window and Door Residential Series lends a quiet 
elegance to this private residence.

By Jenny Baker

32

The ASL Commercial Series ensures this commercial building will catch 
the eye.

Mill fi nish aluminium racks at ASL. ASL’s end product users have the peace of mind that the 
company puts in an immense amount of work designing and developing products for the local 
environment.
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Acceptable Solution 
to fl ashing problems

E2/AS1 is an Acceptable Solution covering the weathertightness of the 
building envelope. Buildings built in accordance with Acceptable Solutions such as 
this are automatically deemed to comply with the Building Code, and designs 
based on these must be accepted by building consent authorities.

Alternative Solutions may be used provided they can be demonstrated as meeting 
the required performance standards stipulated in the Building Code. Obtaining 
approval of an Alternative Solution may be time-consuming and involved and, unless 
the desired product or method provides some substantial benefi t to the project over 
an Acceptable Solution, it simply may not be worth the hassle, cost and uncertainty.

Flashings are covered extensively in E2/AS1 and, in most situations, there is no 
advantage in going down the Alternative Solution route. For this reason Quickfl ash 
Ready-Made Flashings are made in accordance with E2/AS1 and are, therefore, 
Acceptable Solutions when used appropriately.

The fl ashing materials, dimensions, laps, folds, angles, upstands and overhangs 
are as recommended by E2/AS1. In short, this means no hassles with building 
inspections or code compliance.

Quickfl ash provides the most extensive range of ready-made fl ashings within New 
Zealand, which are available through building supplies merchants nationwide.

Free technical advice, CDs and catalogues showing fl ashing dimensions and 
installation diagrams can be viewed, and the designs in various formats can be 
downloaded from www.quickfl ash.co.nz.

Natural ways to colour timber

Recent trends towards coloured fl oors and woodwork mean home owners are 
always looking for fresh and new ways to achieve this. When the criteria also 
includes fi nding natural products, the choice is more limited.

Wood Varnish, supplied by natural paint company, Bio Paints, is a breathable 
environmentally-friendly oil or water-based varnish for coating timber surfaces.

It creates a smooth coloured coating which can range from a semi-translucent to 
opaque fi nish, depending on the type of application.

Bio Paints Wood Varnish can be used to add colours ranging from elegant deep 
ebony and chocolate through to pale blonded weathered effects for fl oors, beams, 
furniture and toys.

The product can be brushed, rolled or sprayed, with different effects being 
achieved by the method of application and number of coats. Subsequent coats can 
be applied for a darker colour, or the product can be wiped off with a rag for a 
transparent wash-effect.

A colour wash in white is an effective way to mask the yellowing effect of aged 
pine and other timbers prone to yellowing.

The product is suitable for interior and exterior use, although white and clear are 
only suitable for interior. Oil-based Wood Varnish can be used for colouring fl oors, 
architraves, skirtings, doors, cabinetry, kitchen benchtops, furniture and toys.

Water-based Wood Varnish can be used for architraves, skirtings, doors, toys, fences 
and cladding. A harder fi nish can be obtained by topcoating with Bio Paints Hard Varnish.

Every so often a new product comes along that changes the way builders do 
things forever. Years ago in the construction industry two such tools were nail guns 
and drop saws. These saved so much time and money when introduced, that they 
are now taken for granted.

Now a new time and money saving tool, tried and tested in the industry, has been 
developed that makes these tools look old fashioned.

QuoteFast is a unique estimating program, developed by a building estimator of 30 
years, that can literally quote most of your new house, renovations and light 
commercial jobs in about 30 minutes. The software is driven by “clicking on 
pictures” of what you want to cost, so it’s very user-friendly.

The latest version of QuoteFast has an optional module called SCANPLAN attached 
which enables users to scan plans into the QuoteFast program, and in less than 15 
minutes on average, it will take off all the quantities needed to cost a job.

QuoteFast isn’t just an estimating program. It also prints out a full coloured, picture 
quote book for clients, and even prints scopes of works for all subbies while 
calculating what their quotes should be. It has a job diary to record site activities 
and wet weather delays, and much more.

Program designer Paul Moir has attached 92 short 1-2 minute Help Training Videos 
to the program. It also has Audio Help messages called “Talk ‘n’ Teach” which 
actually talk the user through that item.

It’s easy to master without the user having to be a computer whiz, as the software 
thinks like a builder. It automatically allows for things such as wastage and 
overlaps. It’s accurate down to a box of nails, and labour costs are calculated using 
their unique “Think like a Builder” labour calculator.

These can be changed quickly to suit each builder. Users can even watch a demo 
video and download a free 30-day trial of the full program from www.quotefast.co.nz.

Mr Moir says for years builders have wanted a fast, easy to use, estimating 
program where they didn’t have to be a computer whiz.

“QuoteFast, whose name says it all, is that program. I’ve simply put into it all the 
things I needed when I was estimating.”

In Australia, QuoteFast is the offi cial estimating program of the Master Builders 
Association in the ACT.

“Now we’ve developed a Kiwi version for New Zealand builders. It includes all 
New Zealand material and labour prices and building techniques, and was featured 
at the RMBF national conference in New Plymouth this year. Users can even 
download their favourite local suppliers’ price lists into the program.

“I’m half Kiwi myself, as my dad was born in Dunedin, but I still get bagged about 
the Wallabies and All Blacks, so I come back with fi sh and chups or fush and chips, 
and we all have a good laugh. Kiwi builders are adopting QuoteFast really well, and 
we’re here to stay.

“For the past seven years in Australia, we’ve been running a campaign called ‘Giving 
Builders back to their Families’. This campaign has enabled builders to spend more 
time with their families and much less time stuck in their offi ces doing quotes.”

Estimating software 
‘thinks like a 
builder!’
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legal  ° ° ° 

Commerce Commission v Carter Holt 
Harvey — Fair Trading Act 1986

This High Court decision followed on from a 
successful claim the Commerce Commission brought 
against Carter Holt Harvey in the Auckland District 
Court.

In the District Court, Carter Holt Harvey pleaded guilty 
to 20 charges laid under section 10 of the Fair Trading 
Act 1986 by the Commerce Commission for misleading 
the public by marketing timber under the quality 
specifi cation of “MGP-10” when the timber was not, in 
fact, of MGP-10 quality. Carter Holt Harvey was fi ned 
$900,000.

The Commerce Commission then fi led a class action in 
the High Court under section 43 of the Fair Trading Act. 
This section essentially provides remedies for persons 
who have suffered loss as a consequence of misleading 
and deceptive conduct under the Fair Trading Act.

If successful, the court might order Carter Holt Harvey, 

Tim Bates of Auckland law fi rm Legal Vision reports on a decision based on the 

Act involving CHH.

any private party, to bring an action on behalf of others 
under the Act.

Language inconsistent

The language of the section was deemed inconsistent 
with true class actions, where the members of the 
class are unidentifi ed and potentially indeterminate. 
The court determined that the legislative intention was 
that section 43 should only be used to provide 
remedies to persons who are actually named. This 
would preclude true class actions, where the persons 
are not named but are rather identifi ed by category of 
class name.

The court further suggested that if true class actions 
were to be permitted under section 43, such intention 
would have been specifi cally drafted into the wording 
of the section, as is common in other class action 
provisions such as section 50 (3) of the Health and 
Disability Commissioner Act 1994.

However, nothing in the section suggested that 
persons had to be named at the commencement of 
proceedings. In fact, the court, in ruling against Carter 
Holt Harvey’s application for a strike out, believed that 
such a requirement would not be in accord with the 
remedial nature of section 43.

It would be an onerous task to name all claimants at the 
outset, and it may further be an expensive and pointless 
task if the substantive proceedings were to fail.

Case law lends some support to this proposition. Class 
actions for unidentifi ed persons can be initiated by the 
Commerce Commission, but there is a need for 
individual claimants to be identifi ed, at least before the 
conclusion of the proceedings.

In essence, there is no point in bringing a claim for a 
person who cannot be identifi ed after reasonable 
enquiry, as there could be no basis for a court, under 
s43, to order a payment to a notional unidentifi ed 
person.

It should be noted that Carter Holt Harvey also brought 
a strike out application on the basis that the 
proceedings had been brought outside the limitation 
period of three years under the Act. The strike out 
application was unsuccessful on this basis as well.

At Three Lamps Lawyers

Legal Vision specialises in providing
legal advice to the Building Industry.

Principal:Timothy Bates LLB (Hons)
LEVEL 1
283 PONSONBY RD
PONSONBY

PO BOX 47 587
PONSONBY
AUCKLAND

PHONE 09 360 2415
FAX 09 361 2412
EMAIL legalvision@clear.net.nz

in addition to the fi ne from the District Court, to refund 
end users the difference in price between what each 
end user paid for the timber marketed as MGP-10 and 
the fair market value of such timber, and order that 
Carter Holt Harvey pay to its competitors the amount of 
the lost profi t suffered by each.

In response, Carter Holt Harvey applied to strike out 
the claim brought by the Commerce Commission. It 
argued that the proceedings were both prejudicial and 
an abuse of process because they involved an 
indeterminate class of people; the Commerce 
Commission’s claim covered all end users who had 
purchased the misrepresented MGP-10 timber, and all 
competitors who lost profi ts because of Carter Holt 
Harvey’s misrepresentations without individually 
naming each claimant within the class.

Carter Holt Harvey argued that because not all 
individual claimants within the class were named by 
the Commerce Commission at the outset, and because 
they were not advised whether each claimant 
consented to the proceedings, they were not provided 
with the opportunity to fully know the case brought 
against them.

They believed that as a defendant in Fair Trading Act 
proceedings, principles of natural justice would be 
breached unless individual claimants were fairly 
identifi ed, and their claims quantifi ed so Carter Holt 
Harvey would have an appropriate chance to explore 
the extent of each claim.

Upon making its decision, the court declined to make 
an order striking out the proceedings. It determined 
that the Commerce Commission had not abused 
procedure or acted in a way likely to cause prejudice 
by commencing proceedings against Carter Holt Harvey 
in the High Court without yet naming the persons on 
whose behalf the claim was made or specifying the 
amounts claimed.

The court was satisfi ed, upon examination of the 
words and meaning of section 43 of the Fair Trading 
Act, that the section contemplates a proceeding being 
brought by “any person” even where that person has 
not suffered, or is not likely to suffer loss or damage 
from the breach.

This certainly entitles the Commerce Commission, or 
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Tomorrow’s Showhomes educating 
consumers — and builders

Tomorrow’s Showhomes is continuing its 
nationwide journey of educating potential new home 
builders and renovators on the importance of future-
proofi ng their building projects and homes.

To date, Tomorrow’s Showhomes have featured their 
exceptional homes specialising in educating visitors in 
Auckland, Tauranga, Taupo, Napier, New Plymouth, 
Nelson and Christchurch, with more due to open early 
next year in Karaka, Hamilton, Wellington, Christchurch 
and Ashburton.

People thinking of building or renovating go to 
showhomes to get ideas, and these have proved to be 
an excellent vehicle to educate visitors on the 
importance of future-proofi ng to have a better home to 
live in now, that will be worth more in the future.

The concept of Future-Proof Building is certainly not 
new. It is all about lifestyles and their ongoing 
changes. People want confi dence that the products 
their homes are constructed from will be durable 
enough to last the test of time.

Homes need to be built so they are functional for 
today’s needs, but will also meet lifestyle needs in the 
future — especially as we know these are constantly 
changing — and to ensure the investment in the home 
will be maintained for the future.

Visitors to a Tomorrow’s Showhome are able to view 

Win great prizes at
www.buildingtoday.co.nz

and interact with a working example of a future-proof 
home and learn about the different systems and 
products that contribute to Future-Proof Building.

A Tomorrow’s Showhome features clever cut-aways 
through fl oors, walls and ceilings, allowing visitors to 
view future-proof construction techniques and 
products.

As the momentum grows around the concept, 

customers will be asking builders more questions 

about it, so it is important that builders learn about 

Future-Proof Building.

Tomorrow’s Showhomes is always looking for partners 

in this programme, so if you would like to know more 

about Future-Proof Building or about becoming 

involved with Tomorrow’s Showhomes, visit

www.fpb.co.nz or call Dilip Patel on 0508 FUTURE.
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— have a quick butchers at www.urbanplanet.org/
forums/lofi version/index.php/t8839.html.

The winner was Pritzker Prize-winning architects 
Herzog & de Meuron in collaboration with ArupSport, 
the China Architecture Design & Research Group and 
Chinese artist Ai Weiwei.

The original concept had been that of a simple woven 
basket. This evolved with the different structural 
elements of the fi nal design converging in a grid-like 
appearance that resembles the interwoven twigs of a 
bird’s nest.

No distinction

No distinction exists between facade and 
superstructure. The separate elements lend 
mutual support and synergy, with the fi nal 
spatial effect being both novel and radical, yet 
simple and immediate.

Importantly, the structure provides all the 
requirements of a modern Olympic stadium yet 
succeeds in escaping that insistent sameness 
of many of today’s sports venues where 
terraced stands are dominated by large spans 
and digital screens.

The gross fl oor area covers 250,000sq m and is 330m 
long and 220m across. The fi nal building will be 69.2m 
tall and contain some 45,000 tonnes of steel. At the 
height of the games the seating capacity will be 
91,000 but this will reduce to 80,000 after the games.

The access concourse is akin to an arcade. It runs full 

Its image has appeared in newspapers and on 
television for some years now. Pictures have been seen 
of its on-again off-again construction.

But for all that, we know relatively little about Beijing’s 
new National Stadium beyond the fact that it is as 
innovative as it is amazing. It sure will provide a most 
auspicious focal point for next year’s Summer 
Olympics.

It all started back in 2002 when the Chinese 
Government launched an international competition for 
a new national stadium to replace Guangdong Stadium 
as the main track and fi eld venue, as well as the host 
for the opening and closing ceremonies.

All submissions proved highly original and innovative 

Dr Kerry Rodgers takes a gander at the auspicious centrepiece of China’s 2008 Olympics.

Beijing’s Beaut Birds 



Nest

circle around all stands and is, in 
effect, a covered urban space complete 
with restaurants and stores. Stairs 
access three tiers of the stands.

As all the athlete’s suites, restaurants, 
shops and rest rooms are self-
contained units, there is no need for a 
solid, enclosed facade.

Infl ated cushions

Rather, the spaces in the stadium’s 
structure are to be fi lled with infl ated 
ETFE cushions for weather protection, 
in much the same way that birds use 
soft materials between twigs of their nests.

These cushions allow for natural ventilation of the 
stadium, an important aspect of the sustainable 
design.

Ground was broken in December 2003, with 
construction-proper starting in March 2004. It was 
abruptly halted in August 2004 when construction 
costs blew out.

A redesign saw the stadium’s proposed sliding roof 
shelved, allegedly to make the venue safer, but 
signifi cantly reducing costs.

It had been intended for this roof to also be stuffed with ETFE 
cushions to render the entire venue weatherproof. 
Construction recommenced at the beginning of 2005, with 
completion scheduled for some time this year.

The main contractor is Beijing Urban Construction Group Co 
Ltd. Principle subcontractors include Shenyang Yuanda 
Aluminium Industry Engineering Co Ltd, Changjiang Jinggong 
Steel Structure Co Ltd, Jiangsu Huning Steel Mechanism Co 
Ltd, China First Metallurgical Construction Co Ltd and 
Jiangnan Heavy Industry Holdings Co Ltd.

The only fi gure on the fi nal cost is the budgeted 3.5 billion 
yuan (approximately $NZ2 billion).

Trevor Mallard, eat yer heart out.

• All images Beijing Municipal Commission of Urban Planning
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What’s On the Web?

Be in to win Telecom’s new Sanyo 7050
with Building Today!

 
Telecom’s ultra-durable Sanyo 7050 is the toughest phone on the market — 

so tough, its ability to cope with shock, vibration and dust has been certified 
by the US military! You’ll love its no-nonsense look and feel — it’s a perfect 
partner for builders or chippies or anyone who works or plays outdoors.

Valued at $399 RRP, the Sanyo 7050 mobile phone has a textured, anti-slip 
rubber outer for a sure hold and extra surface protection, access to game 
downloads, flightmode, and the latest in Bluetooth wireless technology.

 
For more information on the Sanyo7050 visit www.telecom.co.nz/7050

To enter the draw for this super-indestructible phone, register on 
the Competitions page at www.buildingtoday.co.nz — today!
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Tip 40. Bracing Tips

Openings in bracing elements

Openings are allowed within the middle third of a wall bracing element’s length and height. 
Neither opening dimension shall be more than one third of the element’s height. Wall 
linings are fi xed to opening trimmers at 150mm centres.

Small openings (eg power outlets) of 90 x 90mm or 
less may be placed no closer than 90mm to the edge 
of the braced element.

Bracing in water-splash areas

Bracing elements are required to have a durability of 50 years. It is recommended that 
bracing elements are not located in shower cubicles or behind baths because of durability 

requirements, and the likelihood of renovation and 
practical issues associated with fi xing bracing elements 
to perimeter framing members.

Horizontal fi xing

Linings may be fi xed horizontally when linings extend under/
over door or window openings. Fasteners are provided around 
the perimeter of the bracing element.

Note: These tips apply to GIB Bracing Systems. Please refer to GIB literature for 
full information on GIB Bracing Systems.




