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It’s the construction industry awards season, and we 
cover a couple of recent events — the Timber 
Design Awards and the announcement of the 2009 
Apprentice of the Year.

The latter has gained in prestige, popularity and 
credibility over the five years it has been running, 
after starting in more humble surroundings as a 
local Wellington-based apprentice competition.

We also highlight a brilliant case of Kiwi ingenuity 
with a world-first, advanced earthquake damage 
avoidance system used in steel construction on a 
Wellington project.

I hope you find this issue an interesting read.

 Andrew Darlington
Editor

Win this HP Colour 

Laserjet CP1518ni 

worth $549! See page 31

contents  ° ° ° 

The Saxton Stadium entry was the winner of the 

Commercial Architectural Excellence Award 

in the 2009 Timber Design Awards held recently. 



They say that building a home is one of the most 

exciting yet stressful experiences for an individual, and 

is right up there with public speaking.

This is due predominantly to the infrequency with 

which it is done (usually only once in a lifetime by a 

small percentage of people), the amount of money at 

stake, the emotional investment and dream that has 

been developing for years, and the huge amount of 

trust that is often placed in the hands of a complete 

stranger — the builder.

The home owner is unskilled and has limited 

knowledge of the building process, and is therefore 

exposed to over-payment and loss of finances should 

the builder not complete the home.

The past few years has seen the toughest period for 

residential construction for nearly 40 years, with the 

sector seeing its share of company collapses, leaving 

home owners and subbies exposed.

So how do we restore confidence and limit, or even 

eliminate, these failures? One thing for sure is we do 

not want to see mechanisms imposed on us that add 

rmbf news  ° ° ° 
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chief’s chat
by ceo warwick quinn

Protecting 
the home 
owner — 
How does 
the RMBF 
approach it?

cost and time to an already over-regulated area.

Using the services of a Trust account to ensure 

payments are secure (Escrow services) is one way of 

protecting money and, while these have always been 

available and quite frequently used in the commercial 

space, they add extra cost and time, and affect cash 

flow, in the residential sector. Which adds to homes 

continuing to be unaffordable and out of the average 

Kiwi’s reach.

From time to time we have contemplated introducing 

an Escrow-type service for members/clients, but we 

are conscious of the cost and impacts it may have on 

the sector.

Instead we have approached the issue from another 

perspective, and believe the answer lies in two areas:

• having better builders, not just from a technical 

point of view but from a business perspective, and

• having educated home owners who select the right 

builder to start with and understand the construction 

and funding process.

Operating a construction company is a complex 

4

Watch out for RMBF’s new look Nailing it Home e-newsletter for members  

For an up-to-date look at what the team in Wellington are working on for our 
Master Builder members...  

... check your email now and enjoy the read!! 

business, but not enough builders have the required 

business/financial expertise.

To be a Registered Master Builder you must prove 

yourself capable in both areas.

Ongoing education and training is also essential to 

keep up to date with an array of taxation and financial 

requirements, contract law and legislative changes.

The Government’s introduction of licensed building 

practitioners will help address and maintain technical 

skills, but will do nothing on the financial/business 

front.

Assisting the home owner from the outset is essential, 

and providing them with the peace of mind that they 

are in the right hands is a good start. But how does the 

home owner know that?

Well, a Registered Master Builder offers a number of 

very important tools the home owner can be comforted 

by. First, our residential building contract contains all 

the necessary contract protection for both parties, and 

includes a very transparent stage payment schedule 

that protects the client.

This is important as it very clearly states how much 

should be paid at each stage. This means that should 

something untoward happen, the owner (or the 

mortgagee) will always retain sufficient funds to 

complete the job and not be out of pocket.

This is a principle that is fundamental in any build, and 

one that is the most effective. It also balances the 

needs of the builder to fund the job, and both parties 

are fully aware of when payments are due and how 

much they will be.

Furthermore, the job is backed by the Master Build 

Guarantee which protects deposits and non-

completion, as well as covering workmanship and 

materials and structure.

Therefore, if home owners choose a Master Builder in 

the first instance there is no need for other additional 

protections that potentially add time and cost.

B
U

I
L

D
I

N
G

 
T

O
D

A
Y

 
N

O
V

E
M

B
E

R
 

2
0

0
9



www.buildingtoday.co.nz

Copy. Right.

Many Registered Master Builders (RMBs) have 

their own suite of house plans for their customers to 

choose from, and they are a valuable intellectual 

property asset of the company.

They may also be commissioned by clients to draw up 

their dream home for them.

RMBs should be aware that copyright ownership is 

different in each case, and should take steps to ensure 

their intellectual property is protected.

If your firm has developed and drawn the plans then 

the copyright is owned by the firm. If a client has 

commissioned the plans then the default position is 

that they own the copyright.

We all know of cases where a prospective home owner 

has found a plan they like while cruising the web, has 

printed it off and had it drawn up for someone else to 

build. It also happens that after being commissioned, 

and drawing up plans for the dream house, the client 

has taken the plans and built with someone else.

So how do you protect your intellectual property (IP)?

First, you assert your rights — mark the plans with your 

logo and a statement that the plans are the property of 

your firm and are copyright, and that legal action will be 

taken against anyone found to be in breach.

The usual format for copyright includes the © symbol, 

year of creation, the owner’s name and the phrase “all 

rights reserved”.

Second, you defend it. If you do find that someone has 

breached your copyright you must take that action 

immediately. Should it come to court, the actions you 

take, or don’t take, may weigh in the outcome.

You should contact the infringer, either in person or on 

the phone, and advise them that they must cease 

immediately any unauthorised use of your IP. Follow 

that up with a letter.

Monitor the situation. If your efforts do not work then 

contact your legal advisor immediately. A cease-and-

desist letter from a law firm may do the trick. If not, the 

next step will be to apply (or threaten to apply) to the 

courts for an interim injunction.

This is an expensive exercise to prosecute and to 

defend and, in most cases, is sufficient to convince the 

infringer to stop.

The infringer may feel they have a right to, or at least 

an excuse for, the infringement. It is illegal to copy the 

plans except with the express written consent of the 

author. But they may have the written consent of the 

owner of a house already built with your plans.

You should advise them that the owners only have a 

license for the purpose of building the house — they 

do not own the plans.

As for those commissioned plans, unless there is a 

contract dealing with ownership of copyright, then the 

Copyright Act 1994 says that copyright in a drawing 

will belong to the client, even if the client hasn’t 

actually paid for the work (the Act only requires the 

client to have agreed to pay).

You should ensure before you fire up the CAD 

programme that you have a written agreement with the 

client as to ownership of the plans, and for the build 

itself.

Another excuse often encountered is that the plans 

have been changed by 20% — a myth that says if they 

do that they haven’t infringed the copyright.

By RMBF in-house counsel 
Leoni Carter
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RMBF Regional Service Team:

As with most legal concepts, infringement is a 

question of degree, but even copying a small part of a 

plan can be an infringement. Minor variations will not 

avoid copyright infringement.

To determine if there is an action for copyright 

infringement under the Act, you must prove that the 

plans are an original work, that you own the work, that 

there has been reproduction of a substantial part of the 

work, and that the reproduction is objectively similar to 

the original copyright work.

“Objective similarity” is the most difficult issue to 

prove. The court’s test to assess objective similarity is 

based on quality not quantity. Copying even a small 

part of a “work” may infringe copyright if the essence 

of the work is copied.

On the other hand, where the essence of the work is 

not taken, copying a larger portion of a work may not 

be an infringement.

Conversely, copyright infringement may be defended by 

proving the plans aren’t copyrighted, or that you don’t 

own the rights, or that there is no “objective similarity” 

between the copyrighted plans and the copied plans.

As you can see, it is important to document your 

ownership of IP. However difficult it can be in practice 

to prove your work has been copied, you may not be 

able to successfully sue for infringement if you can’t 

prove the copyright itself.

The copyright is in original works, so the works must 

be retained. Keep your drawings in a safe place. You 

may be relying on them one day to prove what’s yours.
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Building in the blood
Hawke’s Bay carpenter Nathan Biggs had a “like 

father like son” moment recently when he took out a 

national apprenticeship award.

Nathan, whose father is also a builder, finished ahead 

of nine other national finalists in the Registered 

Master Builders 2009 Apprentice of the Year, in 

association with Carters.

The 25-year-old was presented with his award by 

Minister for Building and Construction Maurice 

Williamson at a ceremony in Wellington last month.

Degree came first

But Nathan took a rather circuitous path to his building 

career. He says when he finished secondary school he 

was more focused on getting a degree than following 

in his father’s footsteps.

“After finishing school I headed straight to university 

and got a degree in forestry management. It was after I 

had finished and was looking for jobs that I stumbled 

upon building again,” he says.

Nathan approached Mackersey Construction in 

Hastings to see if they had any short-term work 

available, and was taken on for a couple of weeks.

“At the end of my two weeks with Mackerseys I 

realised I loved building. It just felt right. My 

employer Mark gave me a call to tell me I should 

keep coming to work, and I haven’t looked back,” 

Nathan says.

He started his apprenticeship with the Building and 

Construction Industry Training Organisation (BCITO) in 

October 2007 and completed it in June this year, 

working at Mackersey Construction for the duration of 

his training.

Pete Hyde, Nathan’s BCITO training advisor, was the 

person who first introduced him to the Apprentice of 

the Year competition in 2008. However, because he 

didn’t meet the entry criteria last year he set his sights 

on entering in 2009.

Nathan says rather than being daunting, he found the 

regional competition a lot of fun.

“I love meeting new people so I found my interview 

with the judging panel really exciting.”

Fascinating project

In Nathan’s judging interviews he spoke a lot about a 

major project he worked on this year — the Mangaroa 

Prison — which he said people were always interested 

in hearing about.

“Beyond the fact that it was a significant project with 

around 40 Mackersey staff, the nature of the project 

— being a prison — meant it was fascinating to be a 

part of,” Nathan says.

He took a leadership role on the job, working 

underneath the site supervisor as a junior foreman.

His responsibilities included procurement of materials, 

managing the builders on site, scheduling and 

supervision of subcontractors, attending frequent 

project meetings and acting as the heath and safety 

manager.

New friends

Nathan says one of the best things about entering the 

Apprentice of the Year is meeting the other 

apprentices.

“Especially at the national finals I had a great time 

meeting all the other finalists. We realised we were all 

very similar, and I really feel like I have nine new 

friends,” he says.

Nathan aims to eventually secure a top management 

job in a construction company, and is using one of his 

competition prizes, a Carters development grant, 

towards completing a quantity surveying 

qualification.

Mackersey Construction has supported him with this 

goal, and his role there has changed to include a lot 

more office time, giving him valuable experience at 

pricing jobs and with project management.

Prepare as much as you can

When asked what advice he would give to other 

apprentices thinking about entering the competition, 

Nathan says to prepare as much as you can.

“Read up on your projects and know them inside out. 

Other than that have fun, enjoy the process and be 

yourself.”

Entries in the Registered Master Builders 2010 

Apprentice of the Year, in association with Carters, will 

open in April next year. For further information, visit 

www.masterbuilder.org.nz.

Nathan Biggs, 2009 Apprentice of the Year.

RMBF president Brent Mettrick’s 
column returns next month.
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RMB knows a good apprentice when he sees one

Kevin Garrity of Edinbridge Resources in Tauranga 

certainly knows a good apprentice when he sees one.

For the past four years one of his apprentices has had 

success in the Bay of Plenty Registered Master Builders 

Apprentice of the Year, in association with Carters. Luke 

MacGibbon took out this year’s competition.

Mr Garrity says Luke first started worked for Edinbridge 

during his school holidays in 2005. At the end of the 

holidays he was so impressed with Luke’s work that he 

offered him a full-time job.

“I like getting young guys to work for me over the 

holidays so I can get a feel for what they’re like,” Mr 

Garrity says.

“After working on our team for the summer I could tell 

Luke was special — he’s very intelligent and well 

ahead of his time.”

Mr Garrity says he made a conscious decision to hire 

more apprentices seven years ago when he decided 

the business should expand into the upper end of 

Tauranga’s residential market.

“Tauranga’s high-end housing wasn’t really being 

targeted by anyone, and I knew if we wanted to 

specialise in that space we would need some very 

capable tradesmen. There simply weren’t enough 

around so we decided to hire apprentices and train 

them up properly,” he says.

“The strategy has worked really well for us, and many 

of my apprentices have stayed a part of our team after 

completing their studies.”

Edinbridge Resources, a family business started in 

1998, now builds a number of luxury homes, many of 

which are managed by the company’s apprentices.

“Luke has been running a $1 million build which he 

priced himself. I reviewed Luke’s pricing document and, 

because he’s so methodical and precise, I didn’t have 

to change a thing.”

He believes one of the great things about the market 

Edinbrige is in is that it means all his apprentices have 

learnt some of the “craft” carpentry skills that many of 

today’s builders don’t know.

“I try to ensure the boys get a go at everything, 

including traditional carpentry jobs, so they have a 

large skill base,” Mr Garrity says.

This also extends to some of the more administrative 

tasks. When one of his builders gets an injury, instead 

of giving them time off they learn about the tender 

process, business management and pricing in the office.

When asked why he has had such competent 

apprentices over the years he says it’s because at 

Edinbridge the staff get “thrown in the deep end”, but 

are given plenty of support as well.

“Both of my sons work for me and I have a lot of young 

guys on my team. Because we build high-end homes I 

think the guys have to learn on their feet quite often, 

which is good for them.

“We don’t have them out their on their own though. I 

team up my new apprentices with older members on 

my staff, and I’ve found this mentoring process works 

well and builds great young tradesmen.”

D A T A B U I L D
building better systems since 1975

Build your business
around DATABUILD
The complete business management software system for 
the Building & Construction Industry. Manage all facets of 
your business, whatever the size.

 

Stay in control of your building 
business with DATABUILD

www.databuild.co.nz 

Over 3000 systems sold in Australia and  New Zealand!

CALL US TODAY ON
0800 080 009

Bay of Plenty Apprentice of the Year Luke MacGibbon 

receives his national finalist certificate from Carters 

CEO Stuart Munro (far left), RMBF chief executive 

Warwick Quinn and Building and Construction Minister 

Maurice Williamson.
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Above and opposite page: John Creighton Builder Limited’s property in Christchurch, winner of the Sustainable 

Homes over $1 million category in the Canterbury 2009 Registered Master Builders House of the Year.

Sustainable building has solid future
Consumer interest in sustainable building 
has been a growing trend in New Zealand 
during the past few years, and builders have 
responded to the demand by changing their 
building practices and the products they use.

In recognition of this, the Registered Master 
Builders House of the Year competition, in 
association with PlaceMakers, added the 
Sustainable Building Awards to the competition 
in 2008 to reward new approaches to building 
and renovating homes.

One year on, competition judge Bill Irvine says 
builders are becoming more and more aware 
of just what sustainable building really is, and 
are working hard to prove it.

“The standard of sustainable building in this 
competition has lifted dramatically over last 
year. There has been an increase in quality 
across all four covenants of sustainability — air, 
water, energy and waste,” Mr Irvine says.

“This ranges from builders using low Volatile 
Organic Compound (VOC) paint, to a wide 
variety of areas in energy efficiency.” 

Some of the most notable properties in this 
year’s competition have been developed from 
what Mr Irvine describes as a cross-functional 
team effort. 

“The hard part is ensuring the design team, 
the builder, owner and architect are all on 
the same page. It’s important that they all 
understand what makes a truly sustainable 
home, and that the owner continually 

maintains the sustainable elements after the 
job is done,” Mr Irvine says. 

Standards are not only increasing within the 
competition, but also across the New Zealand 
construction industry, according to BRANZ 
sustainable built environment manager Lynda 
Amitrano.

She believes there are a number of 
elements that assist with the development of 
sustainable and energy-efficient building.

“Factors that will continue to support 
industry developments include greater social 
expectations around our environment, more 
use of passive design, a better understanding 

of how to achieve the best out of sustainable 
technologies and the use of ratings tools 
to increase awareness and promote 
sustainability,” Ms Amitrano says.

“There is also a much greater awareness 
among builders of the importance of how 
the details of construction impact the overall 
sustainability of the building, and the key area 
at the moment is energy efficiency.” 

In judging the House of the Year sustainable 
entries, Mr Irvine also cites advances in the 
types of materials and products builders are 
using.

“There is a huge range of different products 

Energy efficiency a key component

Tasman Insulation is the proud sponsor of the 

Pink® Batts® Ultra® Energy Efficiency Award, one of 

the four lifestyle awards in the Registered Master 

Builders House of the Year competition, in 

association with PlaceMakers.

Alison Roberts, brand manager of residential for 

Tasman Insulation, discusses why energy efficiency 

is such a key component of sustainable building.

Q. How do you define an energy-efficient 

building?

An energy-efficient building is one that provides 

comfortable living and working conditions while 

minimising energy usage. Of course, Pink® Batts® 

believes insulating homes is the most effective thing 

you can do to keep your home warm and to maximise 

efficient energy use.”

Q. What do you think are some of the main 

influences that assist or prohibit the development 

of energy-efficient building in New Zealand?

The EECA Energywise programme has done a great job 

of raising the general awareness of the importance of 

insulating homes. Even though it is focused on existing 

homes, it has had a spin-off effect in new homes.

It is interesting talking to groups of builders that come 

through the plant. They say new home buyers and 

builders are asking for more insulation, and that there 

is greater awareness and involvement than in the past.

But there is more to it than just insulation. It is 

important we put effort into educating planners, 

councils, developers, builders and designers to 

increase understanding of thermal performance, 

building orientation, the use of shading, thermal mass 

and so on.



which will improve a home’s sustainability.

“Some of the most innovative developments 
have been in hot water systems, from the 
type of piping all the way to the cylinder and 
the features that supply water to it,” Mr Irvine 
says.

The future for sustainable building looks bright, 
thanks to an increasing awareness among 
builders and consumers of the benefits of 
sustainable building and recent changes to the 
Building Code, such as most new homes being 
required to have double glazing.

Ms Amitrano believes there are still a number 
of things builders can be doing to take these 

developments to the next level.

“An area where the builder has a large impact 
on sustainability is in managing construction 
and on-site waste to minimise the amount 
going to landfill.

“It’s up to the builders and subcontractors 
to ensure the benefits of sustainable design 
options are maximised during the build. 

“The designer may choose a high level 
of insulation in the design to improve the 
energy efficiency of the home, but in order 
to make the most of this decision the builder 
or insulation installer must ensure the right 
product is used and installed correctly.

“There must be 

complete coverage 

within the cavities — 

no gaps or missing 

sections — and the 

insulation product 

must not be crushed 

or squashed, Ms 

Amitrano says.

“Similarly, the 

installation of a solar 

hot water cylinder 

must be done accurately to ensure it performs 

to its maximum potential.

“This includes the angle and orientation of the 

solar panel, the pipe work and insulation of 

pipes and controllers.”

Ms Amitrano and Mr Irvine have an optimistic 

attitude about the future of sustainable building, 

and believe the industry has made some 

promising advancements.

“In five years’ time it would great if all buildings 

were developed with long-term performance 

and costs in mind, not with a here and now 

philosophy,” Ms Amitrano says.

These are all important factors in a making a building 

energy efficient too.”

Q. What has Tasman Insulation seen as its role in 

promoting sustainable and energy-efficient homes?

We are continually promoting the move to higher 

R-value insulation such as the Pink® Batts® Ultra® 

range. This was the first insulation range to receive 

Environmental Choice accreditation, an independent 

review which evaluates the impact of the 

manufacturing process and the performance of the 

product in use.

We develop products to meet higher thermal 

performance requirements, for example, R2.6 Pink® 

Batts® SnugFloor underfloor insulation, which is the 

highest R-value single layer underfloor product in the 

market.

Through sponsoring the House of the Year Energy 

Efficiency award we are also supporting recognition of 

the creative work of designers and builders who have 

taken the next step and considered how to deliver a 

“whole house” solution for energy efficiency.

Q. What are some of the industry goals for 

energy-efficient building? Where should we be 

in five years?

We will continue education around the use of higher 

R-values, along with an increased emphasis on the correct 

installation. This is increasingly becoming recognised as 

critical in the final performance of the building.

Various parts of the construction industry are working 

on a number of tools to help measure and understand 

the energy efficiency of a home.

These range from simple self assessments to more 

complex options.The adoption of these will increase 

understanding and demand for more efficient homes.
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Cancer support centre wins People’s 
Choice Timber Design Award

New Plymouth architects Boon Goldsmith 

Bhaskar Brebner have scooped the popular People’s 

Choice Award at the 2009 Timber Design Awards in 

Auckland.

Architect Mularli Bhaskar’s brief for the new TSB Cancer 

Centre was to design a “happy building” to help 

alleviate some of the trauma experienced by its users.

“The use of colour, vinyl, innovative graphics/signage 

and carefully chosen materials has enabled us to 

achieve an environmentally-sustainable design 

solution which the clients and community have 

embraced with open arms,” Mr Bhaskar says.

The centre’s purpose and design tugged the 

heartstrings, netting more votes than any other entry in 

the lead-up to the awards.

Overall, the People’s Choice Award attracted more than 

700 online votes. Announcing the award, Geoff Henley 

of sponsor NZ Wood, said: “A particular design 

sometimes attracts a strong emotional response from 

people. This is one of those times.”

The awards recognise and encourage excellence in 

building design, engineering and construction using 

New Zealand timber. They are sponsored by NZ Wood 

in association with Carter Holt Harvey Wood Products, 

Timber Design Society and McIntosh Timber Laminates.

The 2009 category winners were:

 
Sustainability Award 

• Winner: Writer’s Residence, Art+Architecture Ltd, 

Paul Kerr-Hislop 

• Highly commended: Little Earth Montessori 

Preschool, Don Jamieson Architecture Ltd, Lars 

Stannard 
 

Outdoor Infrastructure Award 

• Winner: The Yellow Treehouse Restaurant, Pacific 

Environments Architects 

• Highly commended: Oriental Bay Urban Design, 

Architecture Workshop 
 

Cladding Building Envelope 

• Winner: Leigh Marine Centre Bunkhouse, Goat 

Island, Cheshire Architects: Pip Cheshire, Andrew 

Barrie, Sean Flanagan, Nat Cheshire, DJ Tai, Brett Todd 

• Highly commended: House at Rotokauri, Antanas 

Procuta Architects Ltd 
 

Interior Fit Out 
• Winner: NZI Centre, Jasmax: Antonia Walmsley, 

Valentina Machina, Stephanie Nathan, Nick Moyes 

• Highly commended: Owhanake Bay House, Strachan 

Group Architects (SGA), Dave Strachan Architect 

Residential Architectural Excellence 

• Winner: Great Barrier Island House, Crosson Clarke 

Carnachan Architects Auckland Ltd, Paul Clarke 

• Highly commended: Thorne Bay House, Pete Bossley 

Architects 

 

Residential Engineering Excellence 

• Winner: Kapiti Coast House, Tetrad Design Group Ltd 

• Highly commended: Box Living — House at Domain 

Crescent, Box Living: Tim Dorrington, Dan Heyworth, 

Nat Holloway, Nat Jakich 

 

Commercial Architectural Excellence 

• Winner: Saxton Stadium, Aurecon, Arrow 

International and Sheppard & Rout 

 

Commercial Engineering Excellence 

• Winner: Diocesan School for Girls Aquatic Centre, 

McIldowie Partners in association with Upton 

Architects Ltd and Structure Design Ltd 

• Highly commended: Nelson Pine Factory — LVL Box 

Beams, Robin Frengley Consulting Engineer Ltd 

 

Details of all the winning entries can be viewed at 

www.nzwood.co.nz.

• For more info: Ph Melanie Short, Lockwood, 
021 860 063 
On the web: www.lockwood.co.nz
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• For more info: Ph NZ Wood 0508 69 9663

On the web: www.nzwood.co.nz

Brand new home to be auctioned 
with $1 reserve!
Home buyers could get the bargain of a lifetime 

when Lockwood puts a brand new two bedroom 

Initial design home up for charity auction with a $1 

reserve!

Bargain hunters are expected to keep the auctioneer’s 

hammer busy as bidding on the new home gets under 

way.

The Lockwood Initial series house will be built on site 

in Rotorua, with building work starting at 10am on 

Saturday, 28 November. Lockwood builders from 

around the country will work together over 32 hours 

to complete the two-bedroom home in time for the 

charity auction at 4pm on Sunday.

Lockwood CEO Bryce Heard says times have been 

really tough, and purchasing a home has been more 

difficult than ever.

“The team at Lockwood wanted to give one lucky 

person or family the opportunity to break through the 

recession and into the housing market — and a new 

home. What better way to do this than with a 

ridiculous $1 reserve tied in with helping one of New 

Zealand’s favourite charities, the Life Education Trust, a 

charity that educates children on making decisions that 

lead to a healthy lifestyle.”

The auction will be part of the inaugural Lockwood 

Expo that weekend, an event that showcases the 

diverse and modern range of Lockwood home designs 

alongside numerous exhibits, with in-showhome 

seminars and house tours also taking place.

The Lockwood Charity Auction takes place at 4pm on 

Sunday 29 November at Lockwood’s National Show 

Village, Fairy Springs Road, Rotorua.

Design attracts ‘strong emotional response’



Tetrad Design Group Ltd was the winner of the Residential Engineering Excellence Award with its Kapiti Coast House entry. 

www.buildingtoday.co.nz
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DoL: Construction industry set for 
upswing after difficult period

After being hit hard by the global economic 

downturn, the country’s construction industry can look 

forward to improved performance and expansion in 

2010, according to Department of Labour head of 

labour market information Monique Dawson.

“Key to ensuring the industry’s long-term development 

will be the availability of skilled staff, with the 

retention of apprentices, in particular, being vital,” she 

says.

Ms Dawson was commenting on Construction Sector 

Outlook, a report from the Department of Labour that 

charts the growth of the industry since the turn of the 

century and how it has responded to the downturn over 

the past two years.

“The Construction Sector Outlook report investigates 

the relationships between construction industry 

activity and indicators that have historically lead its 

growth,” Ms Dawson says.

“The analysis shows that a recovery in residential 

construction activity can be expected to commence 

before the end of the year, while employment may fall 

slightly further before stabilising.

“The extent and speed of the impending recovery will 

depend on consumer and business confidence.”

Ms Dawson says although Gross Domestic Product 

figures for the June quarter showed the downturn may 

be bottoming out, it is likely to be a few months before 

that result is reflected in construction activity and an 

upturn in employment.

“As the report shows, the worldwide recession has 

meant construction activity levels have dropped, and 

jobs have been shed. Employment in construction has 

fallen by 5% since peaking at 190,000 in June 2007,” 

Ms Dawson says.

“Paid hours of work in construction fell by 12% 

between March 2008 and June 2009, indicating that 

some staff are working reduced hours.

“The report identifies the loss of skilled workers and a 

reduction of apprenticeships during the recession. It is 

essential that the construction industry takes a 

strategic approach to workforce development issues, 

ensuring as many apprentices as possible are kept in 

work to ensure it can take full advantage of the 

opportunities created by an economic upturn”.

The Construction Sector Outlook report was produced 

by the Department of Labour, in consultation with the 

Department of Building and Housing and the Building 

and Construction Industry Training Organisation.

It can be found at www.dol.govt.nz/publications/lmr/

construction-sector/summary.asp.

Consistent, Dependable Performance

This new look packaging will be in leading hardware stores from December 09. 
New product icons help you to identify the right cement for the job. No change 
to the product inside though – still the same consistent dependable performance. 

For your nearest stockist phone 0800 Holcim.

Available at 
leading hardware 
stores nationwide 
from December.

New packaging for the Holcim Cement range.

HOL 5882 Cement halfpg ad_FINAL.indd   1 30/10/09   12:04:26 PM

• For more info: Ph Department of Labour,

04 915 4400

On the web: www.dol.govt.nz



A safety system that compensates for loss of control in extreme conditions to help keep your vehicle on 

the road means there’s so much to shout about with a Ford Transit. From $49,990 plus on road costs.*

*The advertised RRP refers to the 2009 Ford Transit 350 LWB Medium Roof Single Side Load Door Van. Vehicle shown is Ford Transit 350 LWB Medium Roof 
Dual Side Load Door Van with RRP of $50,690 incl GST (excludes on road costs).

Drive one at your Ford Dealer today.

FOR 2134 Transit BuildgTv2.indd   1 21/8/09   9:24:26 AM
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Rea l  insp i ra t ion  that ’s  a lways  on show

Industry report delves into year 2025 scenarios

A report into the future of New Zealand’s built 

environment has been released by building research 

company BRANZ.

The report, Building the Future, outlines a number of 

scenarios which illustrate the type of business 

environment the construction industry may operate 

within in 2025.

It will help inform the research agenda of BRANZ so 

that it best meets the industry’s requirements. But it 

also aims to stimulate a discussion within the industry 

about how it can ensure New Zealand’s built 

environment serves the needs of the wider community.

BRANZ chief executive Pieter Burghout says the 

report’s authors consulted widely across the industry 

with architects and urban planners to property 

developers and government departments, to create 

scenarios which took account of key drivers of 

potential change in the industry.

“The question that we started from was, what will the 

built environment look like in New Zealand in 2025?” 

Mr Burghout says.

“We identified some critical factors which could 

influence this, such as new technology, government 

regulation and the environment, and sought the views 

of a broad cross-section of respected individuals 

working in the industry.

”From there, we came up with some stories that 

describe what the future for the industry might look 

like in 2025, what challenges it might face and what 

sort of place New Zealand might be like to live, work 

and play in.”

Mr Burghout says these scenarios aren’t predictions as 

such, but plausible depictions of what might happen 

should certain combinations of circumstances eventuate.

Following breakfast meetings to discuss the report’s 

contents in Wellington and Auckland, construction 

industry leaders have committed to continue work on 

developing a framework which will facilitate ongoing 

discussion about what the industry needs to do to 

secure its future.

“We’ve had great feedback from those who attended 

the launch of Building the Future, and clearly there is 

an appetite across all sectors of the construction 

industry to work towards a unified vision of what the 

built environment should look like in 2025.

“I think this is a very positive development for the 

industry and for the whole country. After all, the built 

environment underpins every aspect of all our lives, so 

it’s critical we get it right for everyone’s future.”

Wellington property developer Ian Cassels, managing 

director of The Wellington Company, applauded the 

initiative being taken by BRANZ to forge a vision for 

New Zealand’s built environment.

“Our homes are a national asset. If they’re poorly built 

and have to be replaced every 20 years then that’s a 

cost to the nation,” Mr Cassels says.

“We need to understand in New Zealand that good 

planning and good investment generates wealth, so 

this report’s forward-looking approach is very timely.”

The Building the Future report, in full-length and 

summarised versions, is available for downloading 

from www.branz.co.nz/building_the_future.

• For more info: Ph BRANZ 0800 80 80 85

On the web: www.branz.co.nz
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As a successful tradesperson you’re 
constantly looking for any advantage you 
can get, so teaming up with Mitre 10 as 
your “Project Business Partner” is one of 
the smartest moves you can make. Our 
helpful and knowledgeable Mitre 10 trade 
crew offers a wide range of products and 
services covering everything from large 
building projects to additions, alterations 
and weekend projects around the house. 

Bring us your plans or measurements and 
we’ll work out how much material you 
need and give you a competitive price 
estimate. We also provide a frame & truss 
service and can deliver directly to your 
site.  Whatever project you’ve got on, our 
experienced trade staff can help make 
the job easier. Contact your local Mitre 10 
Trade Department, or call in and see one 
of our trade experts.
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Moving forward

National Aluminium Limited (NALCO) recently 

won three prestigious business awards. The aluminium 

extrusion designer, manufacturer and exporter won the 

Westpac Manukau Business of the Year Supreme 

Award, Cogita Excellence in Innovation and Strategy 

Award, and the EMA Excellence in Manufacturing 

Award.

Headquartered in East Tamaki, NALCO is active in a 

number of industries, notably the industrial marine, 

transport and building markets.

In the latter it serves the window and door segment 

through the Bradnam’s and Nulook ranges.

The awards are a pleasing reward for almost a decade 

of very hard work, according to managing director Ron 

Holden.

NALCO was established in 2002, a joint venture 

between Holden, Capral Aluminium NZ and Bradnam’s 

Windows and Doors (Australia).

Company has ‘come of age’

“This is our first entry into any kind of competition,” Mr 

Holden says. “We wanted to be able to put hand on 

heart and say, ‘we’re satisfied we offer the market 

complete security of quality supply.’ We’ve come of 

age, particularly in the past two years.”

However, NALCO’s roots go back much further than 

2002. Mr Holden entered the door and window 

industry in 1968. In time, he worked his way up in the 

window and door system supply business that 

employed him, also gaining comprehensive design 

experience in the process.

In 1987 he shifted from Timaru to Auckland and set up 

an extension of the business there, growing it from 

nothing to a company with 70 employees. In 1997, 

after 29 years with the company, he decided it was 

time to take a break, and sold up his shareholding.

This gave him the opportunity he had always wanted 

to pursue — researching and designing a new window 

and door system that would offer the market improved 

weathertightness integrity.

Three years of work later the result was the Bradnam’s 

residential window and door suite range, sporting few 

screw penetrations to the frame and a novel system to 

connect frames and transoms.

Mr Holden’s visionary foresight was confirmed when 

the 2002 Hunn Report on leaky buildings identified a 

much greater need for moisture management systems 

in New Zealand buildings, including the interface 

between joinery and the building.

The report also stated the Building Industry Authority, 

now the Department of Building and Housing, needed to 

review the current practises for product appraisal. “The 

timing was good, the market was ready for it,” he says.

In 2002, Mr Holden started looking for a platform from 

which to launch the new range. By that time he had 

already teamed up with Bill Bradnam from Bradnam’s 

Windows and Doors (Australia), a large manufacturer 

in business since the 1970s.

Capral Aluminium NZ was established in 1995 when it 

bought Alcan, which was established in 1965.

“Both Bradnam’s and Capral were at a logical point 

where they were looking for innovation to enter a new 

growth cycle.

“For Bill and me the big opportunity with Capral was 

getting into business with a company that had a strong 

profile° ° ° 

By Jenny Baker
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Awards a pleasing reward for a decade of hard work

NALCO managing director Ron Holden (left) is presented with the Employers & Manufacturers Association 

Excellence in Manufacturing Award 2009 by EMA chief executive officer Alasdair Thompson.



foundation, including the 40-year-old market leader Nulook windows and 

doors, an extruding operation in Hamilton, and a good industrial distribution 

network.”

Never looked back

The NALCO team never looked back. Mr Holden ascribes NALCO’s success to 

a first rate team that focuses on the customer, as well as the breadth and 

depth of its business.

“Our philosophy is to provide complete, practical aluminium solutions tailored 

to specific client needs. Our vertical integration gives us complete control over 

our product. We receive aluminium logs from New Zealand Aluminium 

Smelters at Tiwai Point, make them into billets and extrude these into shapes. 

All our extruded products are 100% New Zealand made.

“In recent years we’ve moved from being a low-cost operator offering the 

basics in our windows business — with an estimated 12% market share — 

to an innovative product developer with strong systems support and a growing 

share of the market, now estimated at around 19%,” he says.

The innovations were also successfully rolled out to the Nulook product range, 

with NALCO benefiting from the resultant reduced inventories, improved mill 

manufacturing efficiency, and increased Nulook sales.

But the innovations Mr Holden implemented did not stop at product design. 

They also carried through into manufacturing, tooling and window costing 

systems.

Lean manufacturing systems recognised

The EMA Excellence in Manufacturing Award recognised the lean 

manufacturing systems used at the five New Zealand Bradnam’s 

manufacturing sites.

“Lean manufacturing is about having no waste, about becoming more slick 

and organised in terms of just in time delivery,” Mr Holden explains.

Another distinguishing factor is that NALCO runs an in-house training 

academy. “Our industry is full of bespoke products. When we manufacture 

these products, we have to be good to get it right the first time around.

“This drove the setting up of this academy, so that we give our employees the 

best possible chance to do so. It’s been a very successful approach for us,” he 

says.

Going to great trouble to build a team that excels at what it does, the 

company tries to keep these workers. A key focus in this respect is 

celebrating success, and the awards earned the NALCO team a company-wide 

holiday.

“We had to put our money where our mouth is. But we were very pleased, and 

each team member thoroughly deserved their day off.”

New ways must be found to reduce 

constrcution costs in New Zealand after a recent 

survey of housing affordability across 22 markets 

found this country at the bottom of the list.

There are many things that need to be done to attack this problem without cutting the 

profit margins of builders. At the moment there are no obvious mechanisms in place to 

help the industry become more efficient using either new building processes or 

practices.

Somewhere between 50 and 100 new building products are introduced to the New 

Zealand construction market each year, and some of those can significantly impact on 

construction costs and efficiency.

The problem is that most builders are unaware of them.

For example, fibre cement sheets are typically joined at their edges using a time 

consuming and expensive process using a jointing system. We’ve recently evaluated 

and appraised a new tape that enables the job to be done in about 10% of the time and 

at 10% of the cost, and with increased reliability.

We are currently looking at ways to make these products more widely known to 

builders. We believe their wider use could cut the cost of housing to some extent, 

without damaging the margins currently being made by builders.

This is only one way to help reduce the cost of building a new house. Another is to cut 

the price of land. This is an area where Australia is well ahead of New Zealand. We 

pay up to 80% more than they do across the Tasman.

I agree with the argument put forward by Christchurch-based co-author of the 

International Housing Affordability Survey, Hugh Pavletich. He believes the problem 

would be solved if the Government freed up land on the outskirts of cities for houses to 

be built, and helped buyers with their mortgages.

There are ample amounts of land available for this because New Zealand is lightly 

populated. The United Kingdom is smaller than us and has 60 million people, while 

Vietnam is also smaller and is home to 80 million.

Unfortunately, our government missed a great opportunity last year when it failed to 

offer support to first home buyers. This would have helped them control costs and limit 

the exodus of subcontractors to Australia.

Infometrics now believe in two years’ time there will not be enough resources to build 

the houses needed for a growing population. This will only increase the price at a time 

when it desperately needs to be reduced.

In my view, using new products and processes that have been properly evaluated for 

New Zealand conditions is one certain way of helping the construction industry become 

more efficient.

Moving forward

opinion° ° ° 

• For more info: Ph Mark Gilbert, 09 272 1700 
On the web: 
www.nalco.co.nz

New ways to reduce 
housing costs 
must be found
By Building Element Assessment 

Laboratory (BEAL) chief 

executive Colin Prouse

www.buildingtoday.co.nz
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‘Rocking’ technology — a seismic world first for steel-framed buildings

Te Puni Village, Victoria University 
of Wellington’s high-rise student 
accommodation, is a brilliant case of 
kiwi ingenuity rocking the structural 
engineering world!

For this project, New Zealand structural 
engineers at Aurecon developed 
an advanced earthquake damage 
avoidance system, the first of its kind in 
the world.

It has now been internationally 
recognised by the Institution of 
Structural Engineers (UK) in their 2009 
Structural Awards, with Aurecon 
(Wellington), structural designers for 
the project, winning “the Education or 
Healthcare Structure” category.

The judges commented that Te Puni 
was “a worthy project bringing true 
innovation in the field of seismic design 
and economy to what could have 
otherwise been a very expensive 
building”. 
The major structural engineering 
innovations that attracted the judges’ 
attention are located in the building’s 
clever bracing systems. Conventional 
design of steel-framed structures for 
seismic events has depended on 
member ductility and the acceptance 
of a certain amount of damage to 
frame members.

In this new system, “connections” 
rather than frame members are the 
focal points for energy dissipation. The 
result is a structural design where the 
steel frames themselves will escape 
significant seismic damage.

Aurecon project leader Sean Gledhill 
shared his delight for the project, the 
talented team, and implications for 
New Zealand structural engineering as 
a whole.

He enjoyed working with a dynamic 
design team, including Geoff Sidewell, 
Dr Darrin Bell and external peer 
reviewer Dr Charles Clifton.

It was crucial to the project’s 
success that there was a high level 
of collaboration with all involved, 
especially with the design-build 

contractor Hawkins Construction, 

who grasped the potential of the new 

technology immediately.

“This damage avoidance system was 

presented, reviewed and constructed 

whilst other technologies were still in 

laboratory testing phases,” Mr Gledhill 

says.

Steel was also crucial to the project’s 

success. “The Te Puni project 

demonstrates how steel as a material 

can be manipulated to form complex 

parts and systems without a major 

impact on cost or speed of a project.”

What logistical challenges set the scene 

for this innovation?

Three hundred and forty-eight 

dormitories were to be built on a 

steep hill in a condensed 18-month 

programme. The hill is 2km from a major 

seismic fault, and to also meet the 

needs of the buildings’ secondary role 

as the University’s disaster operations 

centre, it was paramount to take 

earthquake protection to the max.

The clever response was to invent an 

economic system for the complete 

protection of multi-storey, steel-framed 

buildings.

“Basically it meant taking the ideology 

of base isolation you’d use on a hospital 

project and taking it into a steel frame 

building,” Mr Gledhill says.

“We approached the problem in a 

different manner to traditional design. 

We considered where damage is 

normally allowed in a building, and 

brainstormed ways of protecting the 

primary frame.

“We used an enhanced jointing system 

at beam column joints as conceived 

by Dr Charles Clifton, when he worked 

at the Heavy Engineering Research 

Association (HERA), and created a 

column base protection device for 

frames.”

The Te Puni buildings are literally 

designed to “rock” — and not just in 

terms of being a great place to live.

The damage avoidance system involves 

a new form of foundation connection 

which allows the buildings to lift during 

an earthquake — then rock using 

railway damper technology to control 

movement in a controlled and safe 

manner.

The joints between columns are 

allowed to slide, absorbing seismic 

energy. The movement is very small, but 

essential.

This technology is a step change in 

design philosophy. Whilst being safety-

compliant for earthquakes currently 

means “a standard that ensures people 

In association with

An elevational view of the structure during construction.
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Brilliant colour 
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It’s covered.

COLORSTEEL® pre-painted steel 
allows you to express your creativity 
to the full with a colour range that’s 
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of the surrounding landscape 
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can walk out alive”, this damage avoidance technology takes 
it to the new level of ensuring that the building “still functions” 
after an emergency.

The project also takes seismic design of flexible multi-storey, 
steel-frame buildings in a new direction. Developers now 
have the option to fully protect a steel building with similar 
performance-to-base isolation. There are now cost effective, 
sustainable and original solutions with applications for 
developers in seismic areas all around the world. 
Designing a social place, and one that is safe for as many 
probabilities and improbabilities as you can imagine, is part of 
the job for leading architects and structural designers.

The Kiwi ingenuity behind Te Puni shows that anything that can 
be made can be made better, smarter, safer.

Architect: Architectus 
Structural Engineer: Aurecon 
Contractor: Hawkins Construction  
Steel Constructor: MJH Engineering

An artist’s impression of the project.

The protected column base detail with ringfeeder springs.

A sliding hinge joint.

www.buildingtoday.co.nz
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Standards New Zealand has 
published Steel structures Standard – Part 
1: Materials, fabrication and construction 
(NZS 3404.1:2009) which will supersede 
in part NZS 3404 Parts 1 and 2:1997 
including Amendment No 1 and No 2 
(NZS 3404:1997).

NZS 3404.1:2009 is the first part to be 
released in the new steel structures 
Standard suite.

NZS 3404:1997 has been reviewed 
because of the increasing use of steel 
structures and changes to the regulatory 
framework.

The steel structures Standard will now 
include a suite of seven parts that 
are grouped into general topics. This 
framework is more beneficial to users of 
the Standard who may not need all parts, 
such as fabricators and constructors who 
don’t need the design provisions.

The seven parts cover:  

• materials, fabrication and construction, 

• structural analysis, 

• general design of members and 

connections, 

• design of composite members, 

• design for fire, 

• design for fatigue, and 

• design for earthquakes.

“Splitting the steel structures Standard 

into seven parts is a very good idea,” 

according to Dr Charles Clifton, 

development committee member and 

2008 Standards New Zealand Meritorious 

Award Winner.

“Some of the new parts will provide 

a compliance document in an area 

where there is currently no compliance 

document. For example, Part 5 design for 

fire will include a comprehensive design 

process for different applications for fire.

“That is missing from the 1997 edition of 

the Standard, and there is currently no 
guidance of the scope proposed in Part 
5 anywhere else, worldwide.

Materials, fabrication and construction 
requirements in Part 1 NZS 3404.1:2009 
brings all the construction and 
fabrication material into a stand-alone 
document for users.

“There was a real need to incorporate 
feedback from users, clarify good 
practice and provide a body of 
commonly accepted knowledge,” 
committee chairman Clark Hyland says.

Part 1 sets out minimum requirements 
for the selection of materials corrosion 
protection systems, and the fabrication, 
erection and construction of steel 
structures.

It applies to building structures, crane 
support girders, highway, railway and 
pedestrian bridges, and composite steel 
and concrete beams and columns.

Continued  page 22

Revised steel Standard published
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You can’t beat Axxis steel framing for a quality fi nish
Building a home framed with Axxis® Steel allows a high standard of fi nish.  The stability of Axxis® Steel means no 
contraction or expansion with moisture changes, so frames won’t warp, twist, sag or shrink, eliminating many of the 
issues such as peaking, popping and cracked linings, which create builder call-backs.  And because Axxis® Steel has 
consistent and reliable mechanical properties the likelihood of sticking doors or windows is minimised. To discover
the quality fi nish available with steel and how it can benefi t your business - visit www.axxis.co.nz today. www.axxis.co.nz
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Users of Part 1 include architects, builders, building control 

authorities, building inspectors, coatings applicators, fabricators, 

regulators, steel distributors, steel constructors and structural 

engineers.

“Fabricators and material suppliers won’t need to buy the design 

sections which they don’t need to use,” Dr Clifton says.

“In addition, the provisions in Part 1 for durability will be 

very beneficial for architects. The Standard includes clearer 

information on tolerances, corrosion and architectural finishes.

“Architects are often responsible for specifying coatings to 

steelwork, and these provisions will give them much more 

accurate surface-specific corrosivity and the correct coating to 

be applied to that surface.”

Significant new provisions in Part 1

In addition to reformatting the Standard, significant new 

provisions have been added as follows:

• specific guidance for identifying corrosivity of steelwork and 

selection of protective coatings in the New Zealand environment 

(complementing the coatings standard AS/NZS 2312),

• a means of categorising the finishing requirements of 

architecturally-exposed structural steel (AESS),

• the extent of weld testing is now more consistently and easily 

determined by use of a loadings demand, and consequence of 

weld failure assessment approach,

• seismic grade steel types 2S and 5S have been introduced 

following on from the performance specification requirements 

set in Amendment 2 of the 1997 edition, and in line with 

subsequent changes to AS/NZS 3679.1 and AS/NZS 1554,

• clarification and expansion of tolerances, which are up to 

date with international Standards,

• construction provisions for composite construction are now 

clearly stated in Part 1 and will be read by those responsible 

for construction and implemented. This will allow users to do a 

complying design, rather than an alternative design, and will 

ease the process of progressing the design through the building 

control system,

• special provisions for highway bridges and railway bridges 

have been significantly updated and specific requirements 

for bridges have been added, which were not covered in the 

existing Standard.

The committee included representatives of: Association of 

Consulting Engineers New Zealand, Cement and Concrete 

Association of New Zealand, Department of Building and 

Housing, Institution of Professional Engineers New Zealand, 

New Zealand Heavy Engineering Research Association, Steel 

Construction New Zealand, Structural Engineering Society New 

Zealand, University of Auckland, and University of Canterbury.

From page 20
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Revised steel Standard published

• For more info: Ph Standards NZ 0800 782 632 
On the web: www.standards.co.nz
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Branches Nationwide 
www.plumbingworld.co.nz
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With over 90 fittings,  
we have the  

largest range!

High Flow Rates  
Large smooth internal pipe bore  

delivers more volume size for  
size with no scale build up.

Flexibility 
Easy to flex and thread through  

structures in long lengths.

Extensive Range 
With 4 size diameters this is an  

extensive system for large  
and small projects.

Solid
Simple 
Secure 

Special attention required 
for QA of key components

Another FPB principle is using quality materials, correctly installed by trained 

professionals. When designing a Future-Proof home, special attention should be given 

to quality assurance testing programmes for key components of the home.

Builders should insist on products and materials that meet New Zealand Standards, 

and that carry BRANZ appraisals or International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) 

certification where applicable.

Strict attention to quality also applies to fabrication, installation or application.

Building Code requirements

Clients’ homes are one of the most important assets they’ll own, so it pays to build to 

the highest possible quality. The Building Code sets the minimum standard any 

materials must meet if they’re to be used, but future proofing homes means simply 

meeting the requirements isn’t enough.

What the minimum is today may fall below that in 10 years’ time. To avoid costly 

upgrades later it pays to spend a little more now and build homes to exceed the current 

minimum requirements.

A quality home needs quality foundations and structure. Builders should try to ensure 

they choose New Zealand-manufactured and engineered wood products that have 

precisely controlled, higher performance properties for applications such as floors and 

roof rafters, where strength and stiffness are important.

Timber frames and trusses are independently audited to ensure consistent quality, and 

are made from a renewable New Zealand resource. Steel framing is an alternative option.

Add value and get more exposure for your products 
and services! Advertise in Building Today and 

receive online space and live links on our web site 

— FREE OF CHARGE!

Call Andrew Darlington 
on 09 478 4888  

www.buildingtoday.co.nz 

future-proof building° 

• For more info: Ph CMS Group, 09 589 2050 or 0508 FUTURE 
On the web: www.fpb.co.nz
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• For more info: Ph Carters 09 272 7200

On the web: www.carters.co.nz

Carters – Past, Present and the Future

This year Carter Holt Harvey celebrates 150 years 

in business!

This is a great achievement and one Carters is proud to 

be part of. The Holt part of the business was founded 

by Robert Holt in Napier back in 1859, and since then 

the company has seen a lot of change.

The company has merged, been sold, survived two 

world wars, a great depression, earthquakes, changes 

of leadership, good times and bad, acquisitions and 

closures.

In fact, it’s been through a lot, but today it is one of the 

country’s biggest and most successful companies.

carters news  ° ° ° 

Above: Peter Holt and CHH Building Supplies Group CEO 

Michael Falconer cut the cake.

Above left: Sawmilling in the 1960s.

Left: The old mill in Napier.

Below: Holts Corner in Hastings, 1980s.

Today, Carter Holt Harvey consists of Woodproducts 

NZ, Woodproducts Australia and Carters. In October, 

Carters held a function for long serving staff, old and 

current, to celebrate this great achievement. And it 

was only appropriate to hold the function in Napier 

where it all began many years ago.

Nearly 200 people attended, and it was amazing to see 

how many years some of the staff had served at 

Carters — a handful of them had worked at the 

company for more than 40 years, an impressive amount 

of time.

There were many tales told of years gone by, and many 

reunions of old friends and colleagues. It was a great 

night of celebration and reminiscence.

The team at Carters would like to thank all our 

customers, suppliers and staff that have been part of 

our heritage and culture over the past 150 years. And 

we look forward to the next 150 years!

Above: MC for the night was Carters CEO 

Stuart Munro.

Below: Allan Holt with a copy of a 

newspaper from 1959 celebrating 100 

years of Robert Holt and Sons.
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A revolutionary 
platform system 
designed to 
provide long 
term safe 
access on low 
pitch roofi ng

Designed and manufactured in NZ. 
New website:

www.boardwalk.co.nz
E: peterk@boardwalk.co.nz   P: 09-638 8278

products ° ° ° 

Make electrical wiring safe 
with plastic coating

Bare electrical wires and joins 

can now be made safe by coating 

with a special protective product 

called Liquid Tape.

It works in the same way as roll 

tape, but is more convenient and 

easier to use in confined spaces 

since it can also be applied with a 

brush, as well as dipped. It is a 

companion product to Plasti Dip, a 

plastic coating for tool handles and 

other products.

Liquid Tape is designed especially 

for use with electrical wiring as a 

brush-on insulator. There is also a 

spray-on version. 

It provides a thicker synthetic rubber 

For more information: www.buildingtoday.co.nz/Product.aspx?id=72

coating that makes it highly suited 

to covering bare wires, terminals 

and other electrical connections to 

protect them from moisture and salt 

penetration.

It can also prevent terminal screws 

from vibrating loose. It can 

withstand extreme temperature 

variations and harsh environments 

without cracking, peeling or 

hardening, and remains flexible.

New safety eyewear for 
the outdoors

Safety gear specialists BOC are 

keeping outdoor workers protected 

from eye injuries and the sun with 

the range of new Umatta safety 

eyewear which is functional and 

fashionable.

Senior product manager Joe 

Martinez says BOC’s safety product 

range continues to grow and 

improve. Two of the exciting 

additions to the range are the 

Umatta Redline Polarised safety 

glasses and the Umatta Rev’s safety 

glasses.”

The Redline Polarised features dual 

hard coating polarised lens to 

reduce glare from reflective 

surfaces. The lightweight glasses 

have been designed to provide style 

For more information: www.buildingtoday.co.nz/Product.aspx?id=73

Re-roof guide shows how 
to save money

A new roof is one of the 

simplest ways to enhance the 

appearance of any home. A new roof 

can also add thousands of dollars to 

the value of a home, and if the 

correct product is used, it can save 

thousands more in maintenance and 

up-keep costs over its lifespan.

That’s why pre-painted metal roofing 

manufacturer, Pacific Coilcoaters, has 

produced the ColorCote Re-Roofing 

Guide.

“We want home owners to have the 

knowledge and understanding they 

need to have informed discussions 

with architects, designers, builders 

and other tradespeople to get the 

right roof for their home,” Pacific 

Coilcoaters NZ sales and marketing 

manager Tim Rutt says.

“The cost of re-roofing a home with 

ColorCote pre-painted metal roofing 

systems is usually a lot less than a 

new European-designer kitchen or 

ensuite bathroom. 

“A new roof will lift the value of a 

property, and will also provide 

decades of protection for most 

people’s biggest and most valuable 

asset,” he explains.

For more information: www.buildingtoday.co.nz/Product.aspx?id=74

with safety protection, and have an 

impressive UV400 rating with 100% 

UV protection.

“The polarisation technology that 

we have applied to the Umatta 

Redline Polarised eliminates glare 

while still allowing details and 

obstacles to be easily seen,” Mr 

Martinez says.

“It minimises glare from concrete 

surfaces for outdoor workers, and 

the sunglass frame is strong, light 

and flexible.”

For more product news: www.buildingtoday.co.nz/products.aspx
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bcito news  ° ° ° 

BCITO 
develops new 
process to 
recognise trade 
experience

The Building and Construction Industry Training Organisation (BCITO) has developed 

a new process to recognise the contribution of significant industry experience towards 

the National Certificate in Carpentry.

The process is called the Experience Recognition Process (ERP). It allows the BCITO 

to develop a study programme appropriate to participants’ level of skill and 

knowledge.

The goal is to credit those undertaking the qualification with the National Certificate in 

Carpentry in a time frame that acknowledges the experience they have gained 

previously.

To qualify, participants must be able to demonstrate at least seven years in a suitable 

and current role in the industry, with significant trade experience as judged by the 

BCITO.

How does it work?

The BCITO evaluates industry experience evidence provided by the candidate. If the 

candidate qualifies for the ERP, they sign into a BCITO training agreement and pay the 

applicable fee. They receive BCITO resources to help prepare for a written 

assessment.

If the assessment highlights any areas that require further work, the candidate is asked 

to complete additional assessment activities.

They compile a portfolio of past building experience to be assessed by the BCITO 

Training Advisor.

For more information about the ERP, talk to a local BCITO skills broker or training 

advisor, or call 0800 4 BCITO (0800 422 486).

• For more info: Ph 0800 4BCITO (0800 422 486)

On the web: 
www.bcito.org.nz

www.buildingtoday.co.nz

$1850
+GST

Auckland 09 294 7090
Wellington 04 237 9356

Christchurch 03 381 5243

0800  475  2657

RRP
$2351

For all your scaffolding needs

PRO SYSTEMS
4 Frames
2 End Frames with Gate
8 Steel Decks
1 Pro Rail Brace
2 Pro Full Braces
2 Side Handrail Frames
4 Base Jacks
2 Pro Stop Ends

Save over $500

+GST

Window Control Systems

www.windowcontrols.co.nz

D+H Ventline Dual Window Drives

P O Box 108 171, Symonds St, Auckland
Phone 0800 2 Control Fax 09 638 8588

e-mail: andrew@edengroupltd.co.nz

Showroom: Harold St, Mt Eden, Auckland

A division of Eden Group Ltd

Smoke & Heat Ventilation
Facade & Skylight Control

Controlled Natural Ventilation
Interfacing with BMS

ERP to count carpentry trade 
experience towards National Certificate



Constructing a new 
‘House of Pain?’
In July 2009, with the lawyers paid off, ground could finally be broken at Dunedin’s 

University Plaza allowing construction of the new Forsyth Barr Stadium to commence.

Hawkins Construction moved in immediately to begin demolition and site clearance, 

and piling was well under way by the end of the month.

The replacement for Carisbrook — aka the House of Pain — has had its fair share of 

controversy. The first firm proposal for a fully covered, natural turf stadium to be built 

in Awatea Street in Dunedin North (pictured) was floated in August 2006. This venue 

is adjacent to the University of Otago and Otago Polytechnic. It is close to Logan Park 

and the University Oval, and an easy 2km walk from the city’s CBD.

Those who hung on each word of the innumerable subsequent court sagas and city 

council debates will be aware that something more than a sports ground was 

intended from the first. The goal was to provide Dunedin with a fully enclosed 

multi-purpose venue capable of hosting a range of musical, entertainment, cultural 

and sporting events.

Certainly, the stadium’s clear plastic roof might provide New Zealand’s only enclosed 

rugby stadium, but the stadium web site says categorically: “It is not a stadium.”

Only in Dunedin!

With the project now out of court and onto the building site, construction is being 

overseen by the Carisbrook Stadium Trust, led by former Dunedin City councillor 

Malcolm Farry.

The not-a-stadium is being built in collaboration with the University of Otago which 

has contributed $10 million of the $198 million cost, with the Dunedin City Council 

chipping in another $72 million. Ownership of the completed venue will be vested in 

the Trust.

Naming rights were sold to local stockbroker Forsyth Barr, meaning the name 

Carisbrook will soon die.

When completed at the end of July 2011, the new Forsyth Barr Stadium will be New 

Zealand’s largest indoor arena with a capacity for more than 25,000 scarfies, with 

another 5000 shoe-horned in on temporary seating.

The rectangular pitch and seating angle will bring fans closer to the action than at 

any other major stadium in New Zealand.

And the new not-a-stadium will become home to The Highlanders Super 14 

franchise.

ruminations  ° ° ° 

Dr Kerry Rodgers has been uncovering Dunedin’s soon-to-be Forsythe Barr Stadium

28

www.buildingtoday.co.nz

When a stadium is not-a-stadium
Whatever you wish to call it, the new facility can be configured to host a wide range of activities in a fully-covered environment. These include:
• main rectangular natural turf pitch games, including football, rugby, league or even grid-iron,
• multiple drop-in courts with temporary seats on palletised pitch for netball,
• single court with wooden floors and relocatable seating for basketball,
• dirt main pitch, for BMX and Crusty Demons events for example,
• large concert mode using the main field with turf protection and with patrons in the east or north stands,
• small concert or formal function mode using screening and partitioning of the covered pitch, and
• large-scale exhibitions using full turf protection.
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Images courtesy Benchill Wikipedia Commons, Forsythe Barr Stadium. Text  © K A Rodgers 2009.

www.buildingtoday.co.nz

The construction schedule is tight but, importantly, it brings more than 600 jobs to the Dunedin region. Completion of the main south stand and north stand is scheduled for 

2010, to be followed by installation of the all important ETFE roof, made of the same material used over Wimbledon’s centre court.

It is intended that the playing arena will be fully cleared of construction equipment and activity by the end of 2010 to allow the 2010-11 summer to be dedicated to growing the 

essential turf required for the Rugby World Cup. Trial events will then be held to test the facilities, with the final completion date slated for 1 August 2011. If Forsyth Barr is not 

completed in time, Dunedin’s three allocated Rugby World Cup games will be held at Carisbrook. Watch this space!
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legal  ° ° ° 

The importance of explanation 
notices with payment claims

The High Court decision of Foggo v R J Merrifield 

Ltd (CIV-2009-409-000605) recently considered the 

statutory process for payment claims in a case where 

the payment claim and response both failed to comply 

with the requirements of sections 20 – 23 of the 

Construction Contracts Act 2002 (CCA).

The decision examined the significance of the errors in 

the payment claim and the response, and the 

availability of a summary judgment as a course of 

action.

Background

The Foggos — the plaintiffs — entered into a written 

building contract with Merrifield for the construction of 

Tim Bates and Suzie Matheson of Auckland law firm Legal Vision examine a case where 

a payment claim process does not comply with the Construction Contracts Act.

acknowledge that a degree of flexibility should be 

allowed with payment claims.

However, given the sudden death nature of the special 

payment procedure, he stressed the importance of 

providing a clear and unequivocal statement of the 

consumer’s rights and obligations.

All four payment claims issued by Merrifield contained 

the same errors in the explanatory note. The special 

payments procedures were, therefore, held not to 

apply to any of them.

Emails as a payment schedule

Although the appeal was dismissed on the basis of the 

invalid payment schedules, Justice French did consider 

the extent to which an email amounted to a sufficient 

payment schedule.

The Foggos sent an email to Merrifield after the first 

payment claim. Although no specific reference was 

made to the Merrifield schedule, the email was sent 

within the 20-day time period required under s21 CCA. 

It could, therefore, have been construed as relating to 

the first payment claim.

The content of the email dealt with some of the 

reasons why the Foggos were dissatisfied. However, it 

failed as a payment schedule because it did not 

expressly state the amount the Foggos were prepared 

to pay.

The Foggos contended that they were not prepared to 

pay any more, and that this could be implied from the 

email.

However, Justice French disagreed, indicating that the 

Foggos should have said they would not pay any more, 

or when paying the $70,000 less than the full amount, 

they should have indicated that this sum was their 

proposed amount.

Decision of appeal hearing

Merrifield was not entitled to summary judgment under 

s22 of the CCA because it did not serve valid payment 

claims on the Foggos.

The District Court decision was, therefore, set aside.

At Three Lamps Lawyers

Legal Vision specialises in providing
legal advice to the Building Industry.

Principal:Timothy Bates LLB (Hons)
LEVEL 1
283 PONSONBY RD
PONSONBY

PO BOX 47 587
PONSONBY
AUCKLAND

PHONE 09 360 2415
FAX 09 361 2412
EMAIL legalvision@clear.net.nz

a residential house. Under the terms of the contract, 

progress payments were to be made on a fortnightly or 

monthly basis.

The case centres on four payment claims issued by 

Merrifield. In response to the first of these payment 

claims, the plaintiffs paid Merrifield $70,000 (not the 

full amount of the claim) and sent an email raising a 

number of concerns about costs.

Relying on the payment claims and the fact that no 

further monies or responses had been received from 

the Foggos, Merrifield issued proceedings.

The District Court Judge found the Foggos had no 

arguable defence, and entered summary judgment for 

Merrifield for the outstanding amount of the payment 

claims, together with interest and costs. The Foggos 

appealed.

Validity of payment claim

The District Court had ordered summary judgment on 

the basis that the parties didn’t dispute the validity of 

the payment claims. However, contrary to the District 

Court reserved decision, the parties did dispute their 

validity.

The payment claims issued by Merrifield were not in 

the form prescribed by the CCA. Justice French found 

three main errors in the documents.

The first, relating to the title of the document, was 

considered a technical quibble or typographical error. 

However, the remaining two errors were considered 

substantive enough to invalidate the payment claim.

As the contract related to residentiaI property, under 

section 20(3) of the CCA Merrifield was required to 

provide an explanation of the consequences of not 

responding to a payment claim, and the consequences 

of not paying the claimed amount.

Schedule One of the Construction Contracts 

Regulations 2003 prescribes the form this explanation 

should take. Merrifield’s explanation did not comply in 

all respects with the form.

The Judge held that the two errors relating to the 

explanation were enough to make the document 

confusing and potentially misleading. He did 

www.buildingtoday.co.nz
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Win an HP Colour LaserJet CP1518ni worth $549
with Building Today and HP

The HP Colour LaserJet CP1518ni has been specially designed to produce highly-
professional business materials such as brochures, invitations, proposals and reports, 
meaning that you don’t have to spend money on professional printing.
Featuring newly-formulated HP ColourSphere toner, the printer offers a wider range of 
colours, higher gloss and improved photo resolution compared to similar models.
It also boasts time-saving features, including fast print speeds and HP 
Instant-on Technology to improve energy efficiency, and a selection of built-in shortcuts 
to allow you to print envelopes, cardstock or glossy paper with just one click. 

Key features
• Comes with HP Marketing Resources software and the HP In-House Marketing Starter kit, which includes specialty media samples and 
pre-designed marketing collateral templates
• Achieve professional colour, sharper text and higher gloss through newly-formulated HP ColourSphere toner and HP ImageREt 3600 
technology
• HP Instant-on Technology, which uses 50% less energy than traditional fusing and prints faster from PowerSave mode
• Print speeds of up to 12 pages per minute in black and eight pages per minute in colour
• Adjustable settings to optimise print quality
• 150-sheet input trays

Subscribe to Building Today

What’s On the Web?

Use our web search engine to look up any article that has 
appeared in Building Today. And keep up to date with the 

latest construction news at www.buildingtoday.co.nz 

www.bui ld ingtoday.co.nz

Enter at www.buildingtoday.co.nz and answer a quick question to be 
in to win this great prize!

Building Today is now registered 
with the Department of Building and 

Housing for contributing towards skills 
maintenance points for Licenced 

Building Practitioners.

Building Today is worth 6 points per 
year under ‘Activities approved

by the Registrar’.

If you are a Licensed Building 
Practitioner, cut out this notice and save 
it with your skills maintenance literature 

for when you are audited.

For more information go to 
www.dbh.govt.nz

Building Today is the industry news magazine that 
keeps you up to date with what’s happening in the 
construction industry. Subscribe today by completing this 
coupon and FREEPOSTING it with your cheque:

Please send me 11 issues of Building Today. Attached is a 
cheque (payable to Taurean Publications Ltd) for $56.25 (incl 
GST, GST No 66 019 802).

FREEPOST to: Building Today, Freepost 67 299,
PO Box 35343, Browns Bay, North Shore 0753
Name:
Company:
Type of business:
Signature
Ph:
Date:

$

$

$
Skills Maintenance Points



Getting a hole in one, or watching 
Tiger do it – Anything’s Possible. 

Whether you’ve got your eye on a new set of clubs, or you want to watch the masters in action, 

Carters Advantage can make it happen. You can choose from a huge array of online rewards, 

or take advantage of our ‘Anything’s Possible’ philosophy. 

If there’s something that you really want, and you’ve got the points, we’ll help you get it. 

Just call us on 0800 POINTS (0800 764 687) and see how easy it is!

www.cartersadvantage.co.nz


