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Keep it in the family.
Fletcher Aluminium introduces the next generation of windows and 
doors, all inherent with the DNA of uncompromised visual aesthetics 
and performance.

The Fletcher family DNA that determines compatibility is eminent,  
such as consistent sleek outer and inner visual faces and the innovative 
flat-sill feature allowing low maintenance care on all door products.

The family consists of three suites whose styling is uniform and the 
ability to have a versatile mix of products from each suite on the same 
home is paramount – for being fit for purpose and priced to suit. 

So when looking for the right window and door suite for your next 
project, remember to keep it in the family.

Atlantic High Performance Suite - 48mm Platform 
Pacific Architectural Suite - 40mm Platform 
Pacific Residential Suite - 35mm Platform
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For more information or specification 
details visit: www.pacificsuite.co.nz or 

www.atlanticsuite.co.nz
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Announcements made in this year’s Budget on May 
20 will go a long way to clearing up the 
uncertainties that currently exist for property 
investors — and the construction industry as a 
whole.
Milestone Homes’ general manager Stephen Murray 
asks that the Government provide some clarity on 
the issue of property investment taxation.
He says a lack of direction about these changes has 
damaged confidence in the market, and contributed 
significantly to a dramatic fall in the number of 
building consents in the early part of this year.
Read what else he has to say, and a wrap of the 
RMBF’s 2010 Conference in Napier last month.

 Andrew Darlington
Editor

Tyrone Parson, winner of a BCITO Specialist Trades 

Outward Bound Scholarship, is still reaping the benefits 

of his experience.

www.buildingtoday.co.nz

Win a Navman C40 worth $199!  See page 23
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Well the Registered Master Builders Federation 

conference is over for another year and what a 

resounding success it was.

I would personally like to thank all the sponsors and 

speakers for their support and contribution, and the 

Hawkes Bay Registered Master Builders Association 

for hosting it, and for their input and generosity.

We changed the format this year to make the topics 

and sessions more work and business focused, and 

those that attended, I am sure, left with more 

knowledge than when they arrived — and that is the 

outcome we wanted to achieve.

Next year we will be conferencing in Auckland, and will 

be working hard to improve again on this year’s effort.

Submissions on the Building Act Review discussion 

document have now closed. I hope many of you took 

the time to submit your views. The RMBF certainly did, 

and if you want to see what we think have a look 

rmbf news  ° ° ° 

chief’s chat
by ceo warwick quinn

Hawkes 
Bay turns 
it on at 
conference

online in the member’s section of our web site.

We agree with many of the proposals, but have some 

pretty strong views on the role and liability of the principal 

contractor and the positioning of home warranties.

These are important times in the construction sector, 

and the decisions the Government makes have the 

potential to change the landscape dramatically over 

the next year or so.

Weathertightness resolution is something that is high 

on everyone’s agenda. The Minister is hopeful of a 

funding solution (that may get announced in the 

Budget), and that will be great.

However, we are concerned with the implementation of 

the remedial fix-ups, the subsequent and potential 

ongoing liabilities of builders, and ensuring the repairs 

are the right repairs, so that we are not over or 

under-specifying the work. The country cannot afford to 

over-repair, and as the Minister of Finance keeps telling 
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everyone, he is borrowing $250m a week as it is.

Remedial work is likely to take many years, and we do 

not want to be in the same position in five years’ time 

with ongoing leaks and problems. We have to fix these 

homes once and for all. and get this very sorry chapter 

in our construction history behind us.

On a different note, we are delighted that we have 

maintained a similar number of entries in the Registered 

Master Builders House of the Year in association with 

PlaceMakers for 2010 as we did for 2009.

This is the 20-year anniversary of the event, and with 

the very tough economic conditions last year we could 

have expected quite a drop. This shows the value of 

the event and the branding/market opportunity it 

provides our members, as it is a unique point of 

differentiation in the market (a key “positioning” 

strategy, if you read all the gurus on business).

While House of the Year entries have now closed, 

Apprentice of the Year in association with Carters 

entries have opened.

This event continues to gain momentum, and we are 

hoping for another record number of entries this year.

This is the showcase for the future of our industry, and 

an opportunity for all apprentices to set themselves 

apart from the pack and to pit their skills against their 

peers. It is a fantastic experience, and all the 

apprentices that I speak with cannot talk highly enough 

about it. So get into it!

I would like to close this note with a thank you to our 

outgoing president. Brent Mettrick was the president 

when I started in late 2008, and presided over the 

worst building conditions in 60 years.

He was an immense help to me, and he has worked 

tirelessly and selflessly for this organisation, not only 

during his term as president but for many years before 

that. I thank Brent for all his work and know, while he 

is no longer president, he will continue to be an active 

and valuable contributor to this business. Best wishes 

to you Brent.
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Ashburton: Kimber ley Sexton 027 292 5014
Auckland: Sal ly  Mehrtens 09 302 2894 
Canterbury: Katr ina Prat t ley 03 357 9469
Gisborne: Katr ina Duncan 06 863 3678
Gore: Jacque L loyd 03 208 9240   
Hawke’s Bay: Hellene Overend 06 844 7339

Manawatu: Donna Dowse 06 353 1992
Marlborough: Richard Morr iss  03 577 6638
Nelson: Karen Lane 021 749 091
Otago: Rowan Howie 03 455 5165
Rotorua: Jacki  Par r  07 332 3625
South Canterbury: Tr ish Harr is  03 684 5005

Southland: Jenny Pascoe 027 432 8065 
Taranaki : Gary Lord 027 448 2332
Taupo: Rob McKnight  027 444 2420   
Tauranga: Lani  Chr is tensen 07 577 0628
Waikato: Col leen Walker  07 853 7012
Wairarapa: Angel ine Colquhoun 06 378 8008

Wanganui :
Wel l ington: Gera ld Rixon 04 381 2850
West land: Jo Donaldson 03 789 4191
Whakatane: Shel ley Morgan 07 312 6291

RMBF Head Office: PO Box 1796, Wellington
Ph: 04 385 8999      Fax: 04 385 8995      Helpline: 0800 269 119

www.masterbuilder.org.nz

Wally Walters: Auckland South, Coromandel, 027 480 4055
Grant  Hayes: Auckland North, Whangarei , 027 285 9516
Bob Br ingans: Tauranga, Waikato, Rotorua, Whakatane, Taupo, 
027 496 1050

Peter  Phi l ipsen (New Zealand Regional  Serv ice Manager) :
Wel l ington South/Centra l , Manawatu, Taranaki , 027 484 6207
Darry l  Fawcet : Wel l ington North, Kapi t i , Wairarapa, Hawke’s 
Bay, Gisborne, 027 457 4146

Ian Gould (Southern Region Manager) : South Canterbury, 
Otago, Gore, South land, 027 435 7397
Peter  Winchester : Nelson, Mar lborough, West land, Canterbury, 
Ashburton 027 472 2226

Registered Master Builders Association Managers:

RMBF Regional Service Team:



Building his interest
Joe Dobson, winner of 

the Registered Master 

Builders 2008 Apprentice of 

the Year in association with 

Carters, has recently returned 

from the National 

Tradesman’s Expo in Australia 

— a business-to-business 

exhibition specifically 

dedicated to tradesmen, 

contractors, subcontractors, 

owner-operators and serious DIY handymen.

As part of winning the national Apprentice 

of the Year competition, Joe was given the 

opportunity to attend a trade show of his 

choice.

We had a chat to Joe about why he selected 

Australia’s National Tradesman’s Expo, and 

why he believes it will be of interest to 

others in the construction industry.

Q: What impressed you most about the 
trade show?

A: Having access to see a number of products and 

different technologies that are not available or 

marketed in New Zealand. It was also interesting to 

see the major American influence throughout the show.

Q: What key skills or products were shown at the 
show, and how will that help you as a builder?

A: Not so much the skills and products, but the 

knowledge that our industry is constantly changing and 

improving. To be at the top of your game you have to 

be up to date and open to new ideas, and aware of 

new technologies.

Q: What is the value in attending a trade show as 
part of the national prize?

A: Attending a trade show is a really valuable 

experience. It gives you the opportunity to see what’s 

new in the market place and opens your eyes to a 

range of products and solutions. It makes you realise 

that New Zealand is just a village compared to the rest 

of the world. Make sure you do it!

Q: Did you get a glimpse of tools and practices 
not yet introduced to New Zealand?

A: Sure did. Portable compacting and screed machines, 

Joe Dobson at the Registered Master Builders 2008 Apprentice of the Year, in 

association with Carters. Below: At the Trademan’s Expo in Australia.

www.buildingtoday.co.nz

drill adapters for cutting fibre cement sheets and iron, 

sugar-based concrete dissolvers, van storage systems, 

new laser technologies, sketching pads that draw 

straight lines freehand — there was plenty of really 

cool stuff.

Q: How do you think New Zealand builders 
would benefit from any of these new initiatives?

A: I think the most tangible benefit builders would gain 

is saving time in construction methods through new 

technologies and systems, and producing a higher 

quality of finished work, which would be perceived as 

more professional by most clients.

Q: Is there anything else you would like to add?

A: Thank you to the people that make this competition 

possible and for giving me this opportunity to extend 

myself. It has been a great chance to be an 

ambassador for the industry and a delight to share this 

experience with others.

• The 2010 Apprentice of the Year entries are open 
now. Track the progress of the competition at the 
RMB Carters Apprentice of the Year Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com, or download an 
entry form from www.masterbuilder.org.nz.Continued page 7

Leaky building 
remediation — 
issues to 
consider

The industry is waiting with bated breath the 

soon-to-be-announced new package from the 

Government on dealing with the leaky building crisis.

The focus of most commentators will be how, and in 

what proportion, the Government, the councils and the 

home owners fund the multi-million dollar remediation 

of existing leaky homes.

For builders, the issue of liability will also be crucial. 

The previous proposal required only that the home 

owner did not sue the council, leaving everyone else 

still “in the gun”.

Taking on a leaky building remediation is like stepping 

into a minefield — you never know when one will blow 

up in your face. When your best efforts as a building 

professional fail to fix the problem, you will then be 

liable for it, even if it wasn’t yours in the first place.

There is a lot of suspicion and reluctance in the 

industry to tackle these fixes. Everyone knows that 

once you step onto a building site you attract liability.

The RMBF has put together a team that will be 

watching with interest what the Government comes up 

with, and will be working to ensure that the liability 

issue is addressed, such that members can take on 

these jobs with the confidence of knowing they will not 

be blamed for making an honest attempt to fix a 

systemic problem.

Part of the Government’s package has to be to “draw a 

line under” the problem with existing buildings so that 

all parties can move on.

Whether you should be involved in remedial work must 

be considered on a case-by-case basis. Remediation is 

By RMBF in-house counsel 
Leoni Carter
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Two years have flown by, and it’s difficult to look 

back when the focus for those past two years has been 

only forward.

I said in the beginning that I was up for the presidency, 

and remember hearing about the 60-plus days per year 

Ashley Hartley spent on RMBF and industry business 

and thinking that it was a lot. In hindsight, I have not 

done any less.

Recession

This has been one of the main topics of my tenure. 

Over this time we’ve had some members go out of 

business and, for those who think the recession is over, 

I suggest you think again.

Consents are still at a 45-year low, bank lending has 

declined in the past three months, real estate sales are 

at a multi-year low and home affordability has not 

been addressed.

Compliance costs are still higher this year than they 

were last year and the year before that. Tax and GST 

indications have destabilised what market there was. 

Personally, I am not convinced this recession has run 

out of steam, so act prudently, grab each deal, present 

and service.

Master Build Services (MBS)

The launching of the new 10 Year Guarantee was a 

huge piece of work for the team. Geoff, Tali and the 

team are working in an efficient and effective way to 

ensure their internal processes provide superior 

customer service. The MBS board has done well to 

steer this ship through the recent turbulence to safe 

harbours.

Licensing

It’s finally made the grade. This has been a long 

process — some would say over 100 years! Building 

and Construction Minister Maurice Williamson, with 

mighty early help from Ashley Hartley, has finally 

pulled this through.

There has been some simplification and modification of 

the fees but, otherwise, the recognition our members 

have been waiting for in the form of licensing has 

arrived. I can recommend members to now sign up for 

your licence.

Compliance costs and consenting time

As I write this, there is no evidence this has lessened 

— yet! I am convinced that with the current work 

streams on sector productivity, the Building Act 

Review, multi-use consenting and the recently 

released starter home solutions, the issues are being 

addressed.

As an industry we have been victim to unfair 

inefficiency and bureaucracy that we have had to pass 

to our clients. The RMBF has responded with a 

submission to the review, and I hope you took the 

opportunity to do so as well.

House of the Year and Apprentice of the 
Year

Each year I have attended a number of each of these 

events. House of the Year is one of the best awards 

programmes in any industry, and with the 20th 

anniversary this year it exemplifies what it is to be a 

Registered Master Builder.

The Apprentice of the Year is one of the most 

rewarding events to attend. It showcases good 

training, proud parents and employers, and the star of 

the show — the apprentice.

These young people will be our future, and this event 

and the entrants truly demonstrate that our future is in 

good hands.

Structural review

Last year we restructured our membership categories 

so we are better placed to offer real value to the 

Looking back
By RMBF past president 
Brent Mettrick

different types of builders/businesses that make up our 

network.

Warwick and the team have done well to finalise this 

process, and the next step is promoting the current 

benefits and developing new ones that define our 

market-leading position as Registered Master Builders.

Home affordability

We as an industry have not addressed the home 

affordability issue — that is, it takes nearly six times 

the average wage to buy a median home, whereas 

elsewhere it is three times.

Interest is still too high, wages too low and land too 

expensive (roll on the RMA reforms)! There are too 

many individual home designs — we need to create 

standardised components to provide a better result for 

our consumers.

Green building

Green building in the residential sector is starting to 

become commonplace. Green building tends to be a 

justifier rather than an initiator of a new home 

purchase. That said, there is a real case to combine 

eco and affordability to work not with the sale price 

but with whole of life benefits and costs.

Political stability

I would like to congratulate the Minister on being the 

first to have lasted more than a year in the job and, 

furthermore, for the courage to address the larger 

issues, eg, the Building Act Review.

Mr Williamson truly cares about this industry and, as 

an organisation, we have enjoyed working with the 

DBH and him to address the issues within the sector.

The RMBF is in a good place, in good hands and with a 

large agenda in place. As I stand down as president, I 

will remain a proud Registered Master Builder.

I would like to offer my sincere thanks to the 

Canterbury RMBA for their ongoing support, and the 

boards and staff of the RMBF for their dedication and 

belief and passion for our industry.

A special thanks to Tracey Bree for the hassle involved 

in getting these articles written, and then the crafting 

to make them readable, and Larissa Garnett for 

organising endless and unfailing travel arrangements.

Finally, no builders article would be complete without a 

“Thanks to the Wife”. Sue has been great, and an 

advocate of the presidency. We have enjoyed the 

journey and look forward to the years ahead in 

building.
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Conference focuses on education
The RMBF’s 110th annual conference took place in 

the Hawkes Bay recently, based at the Napier War 

Memorial Conference Centre on Marine Parade.

Delegates were treated to great speakers and 

workshops, as well as the social events taking in the 

flavour of local surroundings.

The conference was opened by RMBF president Brent 

Mettrick, followed by Minister for Building and 

Construction Maurice Williamson.

The conference this year focused more on education, 

from finding out “what we’re worth” with Paul 

Lawrence from the New South Wales Master Builders 

Association, to how Fletcher Building Ltd managed its 

way though the economic downturn.

The workshops covered a number of interesting 

subjects including:

• what to do when faced with a leaky building claim,

• the CCA,

• project planning,

• succession planning, and

• growing your business and remaining profitable.

The RMBF was also very pleased to announce a Life 

Membership Award to Bob Lockwood of the Manawatu 

Association.

This year’s social functions stepped up yet again, with 

the fantastic ITM Welcome function at The Old Church, 

the PlaceMakers Charity Auction raising $36,000 for 

the Cranford Hospice and the Carters Gala Dinner at 

the Opera House in Hastings.

Once again the conference was a great success. Many 

thanks go to everyone involved in bringing this event 

together and, in particular, the Hawkes Bay Association 

for hosting.

2011 sees the conference heading to the big smoke in 

Auckland. There are some exciting changes in store for 

next year – they’re still in development stage so look 

out for more info about this soon.

Leaky buildings
From page 5

now recognised as a specialist area in itself, and many 

builders have already set themselves up as experts in 

this space.

If a funding package is available, then it is likely that 

more builders will want a piece of that work.

However, there are ways to limit your exposure. If the 

remediation proposal has been designed by a 

professional, and you work under the supervision of 

that professional and build only to the design, then you 

should be able to avoid liability.

It is worth considering getting an indemnity from the 

design professional, although this may be like pulling 

teeth!

A major problem with leaky homes is how difficult it is 

to assess the extent of the damage. Often it comes to 

light only when the job has started. For this reason any 

leaky job should ideally be done on a charge-up basis.

Despite the fact that home owners themselves often 

don’t know the extent of the damage, they will expect 

fixed-price certainty from you — another good reason 

to ensure adequate testing has been carried out and 

detailed drawings and a scope of works has been 

prepared before you enter into a contract.

If you become involved in remediation, no matter how 

detailed the documentation is that is given to you, you 

should ensure that everything you do is documented 

ruthlessly, including taking photos every step of the 

way. A picture really is worth a thousand words.

Other factors to consider as to whether you really want 

to get involved in remediation include:

• Did you build the property in the first instance? If you 

are likely to be drawn into the remediation process 

anyway, via litigation, then you may be motivated to be 

proactive.

• Any work you do will start the clock again in terms of 

the 10-year limitation provisions of the Building Act 

2004.

• If you tout yourself as able to design the solution, are 

you willing to “gear up” with the best equipment in 

order to meet the market expectation for analysing 

homes, eg, thermal imaging?

• Be prepared to stand firm on quality in the repair 

process. Quick fixes may leak again.

Watch this space, as the RMBF will be continuing to 

roll out advice and guidelines on how builders can be 

part of the solution without sacrificing themselves or 

their business in the process.



From amateur to expert
Building started out as a hobby for Paul 
Richards, owner of Ezebuild and Contemporary 
Homes, but it has since become his passion.

His recent building accolade is testament 
to this. Mr Richards won the PlaceMakers 
Renovation over $500,000 category, and the 
PlaceMakers Bathroom Excellence Award in the 
Registered Master Builders 2009 House of the 
Year, in association with PlaceMakers.

However, Nelson-based Mr Richards readily 
admits building was not his first career choice. 
He started out with a New Zealand Certificate 
of Mechanical Engineering, but changed tack 
after purchasing his first house.

“I bought a house, decided that I could 
renovate it myself, and it all went from there,” 
Mr Richards says.

“After about 15 years I set up my own project 
management business, Ezebuild, in 2007. 
I later started Contemporary Homes as a 
construction company.”

Mr Richards’ work on the winning property, the 
renovation of a 1950s house in Nelson, began 
when a client came through one of his show 
homes.

“The clients liked what they saw and asked me 
to renovate their house.”

The house was propped up on a hill in Venture 
Cove in Nelson, and it was in dire need of 
attention. Mr Richards and his team were 
asked to take the 1950s house “that really had 
nothing going for it” and turn it into a modern 
and contemporary beach house with soul and 
character.

“When you have a client in front of you, you’ve 
got to take their dreams for the property and 
put it down on paper,” Mr Richards says.

His team faced a considerable challenge when 
the clients asked for a basement to be built 
under the existing floor.

Piles underneath the house had to be 
removed so that the ground underneath could 
be excavated. The house was literally up in 
the air as Mr Richards and his team worked 
underneath to create a new level.

The multi-level home now features four 

This entry by Ezebuild, Nelson, won the PlaceMakers 
Renovation over $500,000 and PlaceMakers Bathroom 
Excellence Awards in the Registered Master Builders 2009 
House of the Year, in association with PlaceMakers.

bedrooms, five bathrooms and 

two living rooms. The water and 

the golden sandy beach situated 

below the property inspired 

the styling at the entrance and 

living areas, creating a stunning 

home that’s well suited to its 

environment.

Judges praised the team’s efforts 

on a very complicated renovation 

project.

“The degree of difficulty for 

the builder was extreme, with 

concave and convex walls 

perfectly and consistently 

executed throughout — from 

the foundation to the roof — 

delivering a result that’s magical,” 

judges said.

Mr Richards claims his company’s 

main point of difference is the 

ability to take a project from the 

design phase right through to 

completion.

“A lot of other builders don’t get 

involved in the design process, 

but I like to be involved right from 

the drawing stage, through to 

handing over the keys.”

www.buildingtoday.co.nz
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National first
Richard Fairbairn, owner and operator of Wanaka-based 
David Reid Homes (Central) Ltd, was thrilled to take out 
his company’s first national award in the Registered Master 
Builders 2009 House of the Year, in association with 
PlaceMakers.

“We’ve entered a home and won at a regional level every 
year since our first entry in 1995. This time we’ve hit the 
jackpot and taken out the national Outdoor Living Award,” 
Mr Fairbairn says.

The Outdoor Living Award is given to the home that best 
integrates its interior and outdoor living areas, and is a 
seamless expression of the home’s design and construction 
— an outcome the judges agreed the Central Otago home 
clearly portrayed.

Judges described the home as beautifully situated, and that 
it successfully blends in with the local architectural heritage.

“The outdoor living spaces are integrated beautifully with 
the home, and there’s a sense of comfort and warmth the 
minute you walk onto the property,” the judges said.

David Reid Homes’ (Central) unique selling point is that 
it not only offers building services, but has an in-house 
design team available to assist in the building process.

“We find that around 80% of our clients use our internal 
design team. It offers a holistic approach to the building 
process and helps to personalise their home,” Mr Fairbairn 
says.

“Our design team has helped us establish a real niche in 
the building industry, specialising in high-end architecturally-
designed homes, while also catering for lower to mid-range 
clients.”

Building has always been a passion for Mr Fairbairn, who 
purchased David Reid Homes (Central) nine years ago, 
and who holds a Bachelor of Construction, along with a 
qualification as a quantity surveyor.

“I’ve got 20 years of experience in the building industry, so 
I have done a fair few projects. The great thing about this 
project was that the home owners actually came to us,” he 
says.

“It’s always a compliment when people approach you 
based on your reputation.”

Mr Fairbairn is forecasting a steady year in 2010, and has a 
number of projects under way, some from overseas clients.

“We have developed the infrastructure to build homes for 
people who are based overseas. One of the things we do 
is video the building process in order to keep them up to 
date — it’s a booming business.”

David Reid Homes (Central) Ltd, Wanaka, won the Outdoor Living Award in the 
Registered Master Builders 2009 House of the Year, in association with PlaceMakers, 
with this Central Otago entry.

www.buildingtoday.co.nz

Mr Fairbairn believes that although winning an award is a great result, “you’re only as 
good as your last build”.

“News travels quickly in small areas such as Wanaka, so it’s important to always 
maintain a high standard. If you do a bad job everyone will know about it.

“On the flip side, word of mouth is one of our best marketing channels. When you win 
awards and achieve top results, people recognise it.”
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RMBF Board for 2010

The 2010 RMBF AGM at the 

Federation’s recent annual 

conference saw the welcoming of 

Blair Cranston as the new RMBF 

president, David Fabish the new 

vice-president and two new board 

members — Greg Pritchard and John 

Macdonald.

It was also time to say farewell and 

thank you to outgoing president Brent 

Mettrick, and Leno Federico from the 

board.

Mr Pritchard has 20 years’ experience 

in the construction industry, and is 

currently general manager, building 

for Fletcher Construction Company 

Ltd.

He is keen to participate in pan-industry initiatives to 

drive greater professionalism, better safety 

performance and enhanced value for money. He 

believes the RMBF has a valuable part to play in 

rmbf news  ° ° ° 

fostering change.

Also a long-standing RMBF member, past president of 

the Waikato RMBA and with a very successful record 

at House of the Year, Mr Macdonald joins the RMBF 

board this year.

He believes that you get out of life what you put into it, 

and is sure that he’ll grow within his role on the RMBF 

board.

The RMBF Board for 2010, from left: Greg Pritchard, Anthony Leighs, Blair Cranston (president), Warwick Quinn (chief executive), David 

Fabish (vice-president), Richard Carver, John Macdonald and Michael Fox (chairman).



What makes GIB® Grabber® Screws Better?

GIB® Nails range extended

For the full range refer to  
for technical information call the GIB® Helpline on 0800 100 442

Designed For The Interior Fixing Professional 

GIB® Fastener Range

Griptite annular grooved 
system improves hold

Chequer head keys in stopping compound

Concaved and bulge head 
design avoid paper break

Passivated coating  
protects against corrosion

Gold passivated finish 
prevents corrosion

Patented extra 
sharp point for 
fast penetration.

Unique scavenger head 
prevents burrs when seating

Sharp threads are heat-
treated for hardness 

No2 Philips recess that is deep, 
positive and non-sticking

• Specified for use in GIB® Systems

• A free driver bit tip in every box of 
loose screws

• Comprehensive range

• GIB® Nail packs now available in 
500gm, 5kg and 15kg

• Suitable for use in GIB® Systems

• All pack sizes available in 30mm  
and 40mm lengths
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Building a simple house 
just got easier

Aspiring home owners should now find it quicker and cheaper to build a simple home thanks to a new guide 

for streamlined consenting launched by Building and Construction Minister Maurice Williamson.

“For the first time, all the information needed to design a simple house, including compliance requirements and 

building standards, has been brought together in one place,” Mr Williamson says.

“The Simple House Acceptable Solution document is a guide to building innovative, affordable and easily 

consentable homes. Without compromising safety or quality, it provides a framework for architects, designers and 

builders to develop affordable housing.”

The Minister says the guide is the latest initiative under the Government’s Better Building Blueprint package. The 

package has included this year’s launch of the National Multi-Use Approvals Service, the streamlining of the Licensed 

Building Practitioners’ scheme, and the release of a consultation document on the review of the Building Act.

To illustrate how the guide will work, the Department of Building and Housing (DBH), in conjunction with Housing 

New Zealand, will build a simple house on a site in Otara, Manukau City.

The design by Stephen Smith from S3 Architects Ltd in Auckland won last year’s Starter Home Design competition. 

The competition demonstrated innovative and affordable home design achieved with limited resources.

Leading New Zealand architect Gordon Moller, said the winning home was a carefully planned design that would 

make an excellent starter home. With additions, it can grow to meet the changing needs of its owners.

More than 140 entries were received for the competition which was launched by the DBH in March 2008, with the 

winner announced in March 2009.

The criteria that competition entries had to meet included:

• a maximum of 120sq m of habitable floor area,

• a maximum cost of $1400 per square metre,

• structural strength and durability for the majority of locations in New Zealand,

• finishes that reflected the requirements for durability and low maintenance,

• designs that allowed for changing family needs over time through adaptability, and the incorporation of lifetime 

features such as wide doorways and easy access,

• designs incorporating energy, water and material efficiency, and waste minimisation, and 

• low ongoing operational costs.
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Strategy group to address issues
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Building and Construction Minister Maurice Williamson has welcomed the construction industry’s move 

to establish a high-level strategy group to address industry-wide issues.

“I understand construction industry leaders have been planning to establish a body for some time and the 

announcement of the establishment of this group recently follows considerable work on its structure and 

composition,” Mr Williamson says.

The construction industry strategic group will initially comprise 11 high-level New Zealand executives, and will 

be chaired by Richard Aitken.

Mr Aitken is the chairman of Beca Group Ltd, one of the largest employee-owned engineering consultancy 

groups in the Asia-Pacific region.

Mr Williamson says the construction industry has been somewhat fragmented in its approach to the big issues 

facing the sector, such as lifting productivity and improving skills.

“This group presents an opportunity for the industry to present a thoughtful and united response to challenges 

facing the construction industry,” he says.



Rockcote Systems 
providing premium 
exterior & interior
plaster cladding 
solutions.
Rockcote Systems provide the 
most advanced plaster cladding 
solutions made in New Zealand. 
Rockcote Systems comply with 
current building code 
requirements, are durable and 
finished in the Resene colour of 
your choice.

All systems are supplied and 
installed by registered Rockcote 
Plasterers to strict specifications 
providing surety of performance to 
your project.

www.rockcote.co.nz  
0800 50 70 40

www.buildingtoday.co.nz
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Predictions confirmed

Window Control Systems

www.windowcontrols.co.nz

D+H Ventline Dual Window Drives

P O Box 108 171, Symonds St, Auckland
Phone 0800 2 Control Fax 09 638 8588

e-mail: andrew@edengroupltd.co.nz

Showroom: Harold St, Mt Eden, Auckland

A division of Eden Group Ltd

Smoke & Heat Ventilation
Facade & Skylight Control

Controlled Natural Ventilation
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Auckland 09 294 7090
Wellington 04 237 9356

Christchurch 03 381 5243

0800  475  2657

RRP
$2351

For all your scaffolding needs

PRO SYSTEMS
4 Frames
2 End Frames with Gate
8 Steel Decks
1 Pro Rail Brace
2 Pro Full Braces
2 Side Handrail Frames
4 Base Jacks
2 Pro Stop Ends

Save over $500

+GST
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Engineers: Our base system and your 
detail; we can supply span details for you, 
to work into your project. We use 
structural steel and cost-effective, 
lightweight systems, depending on your 
requirements.

Architects and Designers: We have the 
ability to build architectural features into 
your buildings and complete the most 
complex detailing. We like to be 
challenged!

Building Contractors: We will work with 
you to quote any large spans for your 
contracts, or help with costings for your 
existing clients.

Developers and Agents: We can design 
and upgrade existing sites as well as new. 

Business enquiries to: MikeT@steelshedsystems.co.nz

www.SteelShedSystems.co.nz
Whangarei   Auckland   Hamilton   Palmerston North   Wellington   Christchurch

LET’S TALK, WE LISTEN.                          0800 800 750

The Registered Master Builders Federation says the figures released recently by 

Statistics New Zealand confirm their own predictions last month that the recovery being 

experienced in the new housing sector was unlikely to be sustained in the short term.

This was due to Government announcements signalling a removal of depreciation on 

investment properties and the potential ring fencing of losses.

Figures show the number of new housing units fell by 8.3% in March (excluding 

apartments) when adjusted for seasonal effects.

RMBF chief executive Warwick Quinn says the level of enquiry for new homes dropped 

significantly once these announcements were made, and this has now manifested itself in 

reduced consent numbers for new homes.

Mr Quinn says “we noticed an immediate drop-off in public enquiry once these 

announcements were made so, while we are disappointed, we’re not surprised”.

“This shows just how fragile the recovery is for construction and, with investment 
properties forming a significant part of the housing market, just how sensitive this 
sector can be,” Mr Quinn says.

He also believes this is evident by the large numbers of existing houses on the market, 
and that the public is sitting on its hands waiting for the Budget announcements so it 
can comprehend its impacts before committing to purchasing or building new.

Mr Quinn says while Budget day is likely to confirm what has already been announced, 
the public will then be able to make decisions knowing the consequences.
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Onsite 
Assistance

 Providing accurate information is 
critical to a successful building 

project.

To assist you and your clients 
Rockcote Systems provide Onsite 

Assistance to every project nationally. 

Our Onsite Assistance programme is 
yet another innovation from 
Rockcote Systems ensuring 

accurate and professional installation 
of our plaster cladding solutions.

Milestone Homes: 
‘Give investors 
some answers’

Milestone Homes 

general manager Stephen 

Murray has slammed the 

government for fuelling 

insecurity among property 

investors, warning it will 

increase pressure for 

housing demand.

Mr Murray says for months 

now the Government has 

been tipping changes to the 

way property investment is 

taxed.

“Its failure to provide any 

clear direction about those 

changes has damaged 

confidence in the market.”

His comment comes in the 

wake of a dramatic fall in 

the number of building consents authorised between February and March. The trend 

had been increasing since March 2009.

Mr Murray says large-scale developers and mom and pop investors alike have been 

holding back on building. “They’re understandably nervous about putting money into 

bricks and mortar because they simply don’t know how the Budget announcement will 

affect their investments.

“And if they aren’t building houses, who will build the homes for New Zealanders we 

know the country so desperately needs?”

Last year the Tax Working Group recommended a number of options to curtail New 

Zealanders’ passion for property investment.

That’s not what the economy needs, at a time when the residential construction 

industry is one of the few sectors driving its recovery, Mr Murray says.

“The construction industry is worth billions every year. And we know the country is 

crying out for more affordable homes as the present level of house building is not 

enough to meet the growth in population.

“Yet the majority of market activity is being driven by existing home owners and 

first-home buyers, rather than investors.

“Milestone Homes appreciates the work under way for regulatory reform in our 

sector, which will go some way to removing red tape around building new homes. At 

the same time, the Government is undermining that work by tinkering with the tax 

system,” Mr Murray says.

“We urge finance minister Bill English to give investors some answers, and put an end 

to the indecision so we can get on with building the houses New Zealand needs.”

Milestone Homes general manager Stephen Murray
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Fabrication collaboration achieves exacting export delivery

Last year, as part of the environmental emissions 
upgrade of the Societe le Nickel (SLN) smelter in Noumea, 
the structures and mechanical air ducting for two projects 
(the Shaking and Bessemer Projects) were designed in, and 
procured from, New Zealand for shipment and erection in 
New Caledonia.

New Caledonia is a small country with a population of about 
250,000. With the construction of two other major industrial 
projects under way at the time, fabrication capacity in the 
country was limited.

Thus fabricating in New Zealand was economical, and did 
not tread on the toes of New Caledonian industries.

The project’s success shows the calibre of New Zealand steel 
design and construction professionals who were able to 
design, procure, fabricate, paint and ship all the steelwork 
for a project overseas with exacting results, despite a very 
condensed time frame.

Ultimately it shows what can be achieved with real 
collaboration, strenuous effort and a positive attitude.

Steel was used for two clean-up projects at the smelter as 
part of meeting new environmental emissions standards. The 
Shaker and Bessemer processes in the SLN Smelter produce 
harmful fumes and particulates. These had to be captured, 
and “clean” air vented to the atmosphere.

Approximately 300 tonnes of ducting manufactured from 
Cor-ten plate steel, and 250 tonnes of structural steel for the 
towers and trestles to support them were shipped to Noumea.

The circular ducts, ranging from 800m to 1200m in diameter, 
were designed to capture and transport dirty gases to a gas 
cleaning facility. The towers and trestles that support them 
are between 10m and 20m high.

Beca carried out the process, mechanical and civil/structural 
design, procured the equipment and steel, and was the direct 
New Zealand interface for the projects dealings with SLN.

“Everything was precision designed, even down to 
all material being able to fit inside standard shipping 
containers,” according to Gareth Hancock, consultant at 
Beca, Auckland.

For Beca, the biggest challenge in the design of the ducts 
was the varying temperatures during the process cycles, with 
gas temperatures up to 600°C.

This was overcome by incorporating expansion joints at 
various points and carrying out detailed stress analysis of 

steel  ° ° ° 
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the ducts. All 
structures and 
ducts had 
to withstand 
cyclone wind 
forces, and were 
designed to 
New Caledonian 
regulations and 
French codes.

Economics, both 
in time and cost, 
made steel the structural support choice. Grade 300 steel 
was used for the critical strength and deformation required. 
“Cor-ten” steel was used for the elevated ducts due to the 
potential high temperatures of the gases. The chemical 
composition of Cor-Ten steel provides high resistance to 
atmospheric corrosion.

Grayson Engineering was chosen for the project as a 
fabricator highly experienced in ducting work and structural 
steel. There was close collaboration between the two parties, 
with regular, generally weekly, meetings.

“The quality of the drawings provided by Beca was great,” 
Grayson Engineering’s David Moore says. “This made quality 
control easier when the project unexpectedly came under 
extreme time pressure.

A  worldwide shortage of Cor-ten steel at the time moved the 
goal posts dramatically. Despite this, Grayson Engineering 
was able to source material and draw on and co-ordinate 
other fabricators to meet the target dates of both projects in 
mid-2009.

The main trio dealing with the bulk of the plate cutting, 
fabrication and welding were Grayson Engineering 
(Auckland), Energyworks (New Plymouth) and TP Engineering 
(Auckland). Other companies involved around the country 
were Jensen Steel Fabricators (Tauranga), PFS Engineers 
(Hamilton) and Kawerau Engineering (Kawerau).

“The most heartening thing about this project is the coming 
together of professionals with a can-do attitude who want to 
make it happen,” Mr  Moore says.

“That we completed the fabrication to time, and that it 
all fitted exactly on site is a reflection of the diligence and 
attention to detail of everyone involved.”

And the willingness to work shifts around the clock!

“The work time was condensed dramatically — with the 
equivalent of six months’ work having to be completed in just 
three,” TP Engineering’s Tony Herewini says.

Quality management throughout was an absolute necessity. 
There was no room for error because if it did not fit on site 
in New Caledonia it would have been a nightmare for 
subcontractors, with major cost implications, given the high 
price of labour there.

The result was a flawless perfect fit — and on deadline! It 
shows the level of expertise ingrained in New Zealand’s local 
industry — 100% world standard operators.



They’re all straight when you build with steel
The rollforming technology behind steel-framing gives a high degree of dimensional accuracy, enabling consistently 
straight walls, square corners and an overall superior fi nish. Axxis® Steel has consistent and reliable mechanical 
properties without the variation that can contribute to sticking windows and doors. This level of uniformity speeds up the 
building process and provides reassurance that every stud will be a good stud. Galvanised with a 100% zinc coating for 
protection, Axxis® Steel is backed by a 50-year Durability Statement from New Zealand Steel, so you can trust that Axxis® 
Steel will stand the test of time. To discover the consistency and durability of steel-framing and how it can help you build 
better - visit www.axxis.co.nz today.

www.axxis.co.nz
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Outward Bound experience lives 
on for scholarship winner

Six months on from his Outward Bound 

experience, and Tyrone Parson, winner of a BCITO 

Specialist Trades Outward Bound Scholarship, is still 

reaping the benefits of his experience.

“My boss says he’s seen a positive change in my 

attitude towards work, and even my parents have 

noticed the improvement,” Tyrone says.

“It has definitely enhanced my confidence in the work 

place, so that’s got to be a good thing!”

Tyrone, who works for Pettefar Tiling on the Kapiti 

Coast, was one of four recipients of the BCITO 

Specialist Trades Outward Bound Scholarship, which is 

awarded to BCITO apprentices who demonstrate 

outstanding commitment and enthusiasm to a 

specialist trade — in his case, tiling.

Each of the winners was rewarded with a 21-day 

Outward Bound programme, which they took part in 

alongside other construction industry apprentices, 

including the regional winners of the Registered 

Master Builders Apprentice of the Year, in association 

with Carters.

BCITO chief executive Ruma Karaitiana says the 

Specialist Trades Outward Bound Scholarship has been 

designed to assist BCITO trainees in their personal and 

professional development.

“The 21-day Outward Bound programme really pushes 

participants out of their comfort zones. Our apprentices 

bcito news  ° ° ° 

• For more info: Ph 0800 4BCITO (0800 422 486)

On the web: www.bcito.org.nz
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are exposed to a wide variety of character and 

confidence-building exercises that assist them in their 

long-term personal and career development.”

Tyrone’s Outward Bound course was attended by about 

80 young construction apprentices who were split into 

groups of 14.

“It was great to be on the course with the other 

tradesmen. We all got on really well and it’s always 

more fun when you can share your experiences with 

others. I actually still keep in touch with a lot of the 

guys,” Tyrone says.

Before embarking on the programme, Tyrone says he 

expected it to be mentally and physically challenging, 

but admits he wasn’t quite prepared for all the physical 

activities.

“I expected to be out of my comfort zone, but the 

3.2km morning runs were a bit of a surprise. It was 

even more of a shock when we found out we were 

running a half marathon — but I was pleasantly 

surprised with how I went,” Tyrone says.

Tyrone says some of the highlights of the programme 

were the sailing and kayaking, but that he also enjoyed 

some of the more thought-provoking activities.

“We did an exercise called the ‘run of life’, where we 

used a map to run to different locations. The exercise 

is designed to help you reflect on your own life and to 

appreciate the things you have — and it really 

worked.”

When asked if he would recommend the programme to 

others, Tyrone says “don’t hesitate, just fill out the 

form.

“You get to see the sights of New Zealand, and the 

programme really pushes you to your limits. I did things 

on the Outward Bound course that I would never have 

done on my own. It really challenges you and shows 

you that you can achieve anything when you put your 

mind to it.”

Recipients of this year’s Specialist Trades Outward 

Bound Scholarship will be announced this month.



Tortured by blazing sun, temperatures up to 54 degrees Celsius, high ultra violet radiation and 

occasional sandstorms, homes in parts of Saudi Arabia have a tough life. Yet time has proven that even 

under such extreme conditions, Gerard steel tile roofs are stubbornly resilient. 

A key reason is Gerard’s two-stage UV protection technology. The stone textured fi nish is 

resistant to fading or discolouration, and forms an opaque barrier to block damaging UV rays. 

The underlying coating contains special light-fast pigments that form a second UV barrier, resulting in 

a roof that stays looking good longer, backed by Gerard’s twenty year textured coating warranty.

Get the full story on Gerard roofs at www.gerard.co.nz
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Calling all men, come one, come all

This year’s Men’s Health Week campaign runs from 

June 14 to 20, and coincides with International Men’s 

Health Week.

Men’s Health Week is a major international 

preventative health campaign to raise awareness of 

the need for men to take steps to be proactive about 

their physical and mental health.

It is intended to encourage preventative activities 

being undertaken to encourage men to make healthier 

lifestyle choices.

The campaign is designed to tackle the widespread 

“she’ll be right” attitude of many New Zealand men 

when it comes to health, and Carters is proud to 

support the Men’s Health Week 2010 campaign.

A number of ambassadors are supporting the 

campaign. Cocksy is involved, alongside rowers Mahe 

Drysdale, Nathan Twaddle and Eric Murray, and other 

well-known Kiwis, including Brendon Pongia and Bull 

Allen, with support from the New Zealand Army and 

the New Zealand Defence Force.

The Men’s Health Week will be launched on 14 June in 

Wellington, so if you’re around, head down to 

Parliament and get your free men’s health check at the 

New Zealand Defence Force’s on-site medical tent.

Carters will be hosting Builders Trade Breakfasts 

around the country at some of its branches. This is a 

great opportunity to come in with your work mates, 

have a healthy BBQ breakfast, listen to entertaining 

guest speakers and receive a free health check.

We know builders and those in the trade never get 

around to getting check-ups at their GP, so why not 

come and get free food and a check-up!

National Fieldays falls right in the middle of Men’s 

Health Week, so come visit the Carters stand H72 and 

H74 at Mystery Creek and learn a few things about 

improving men’s health.

If you’re read this article, you’re on your way to a 

healthier lifestyle, so rally around your teams, get your 

work mates and together let’s support Men’s Health 

Week!

carters news  ° ° ° 

• For more info: Ph Carters 09 272 1440

On the web: www.carters.co.nz

Cocksy Mahe Drysdale

Nathan TwaddleBrendon PongiaEric Murray
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Website 
winner!

Building Today is pleased to 
announce that Philip King of 
Myths Project Management 
is the winner of an annual 
Rocketspark subscription, 
which includes: 
• DIY web builder, 
• website address, 
• hosting, 
• two email addresses, and 
• a custom package — all 
worth $1120!
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Win a Navman C40!

Compact and easy to use, the Navman 

C40 (RRP $199) is a must-have for 

every trip you make, whether it’s a 

daily journey to work, a drive across the 

country, or a trip overseas.

Ready to go out of the box, the C40 has a 3.5” LCD screen and clear voice 

guidance (TTS) to keep you moving in the right direction. Simply enter the 

address or search for keywords relating to your destination, be it a picnic spot, a 

new client’s house or a shop, and the Navman will guide you there.

If your gas is running low, tap the Petrol shortcut on the main menu and you’ll 

be shown the nearest petrol stations. Same goes with finding food — tap the 

Food shortcut to find nearby cafes, takeaway bars and restaurants.

Other features include world maps* for travelling overseas, up to 100,000 

points of interest, safety alerts and optional AA Live Traffic* for the latest traffic 

updates on your route. You won’t want to leave home without the C40.

For more information visit www.navman.co.nz.

*Sold separately

To enter: Go to www.buildingtoday.co.nz



Join Carters Advantage  
on their Boots ‘n’ All Tour and experience an enthralling weekend away in Melbourne!

There is nothing quite as exciting as watching the All Blacks playing New Zealand’s national 
sport live in Australia; join us and watch as these two rugby power houses play for the 
honour of holding aloft the mighty Bledisloe Cup.

Dates  Thursday 29th July to Sunday 1st August 2010. 

More Information To register for the perfect sporting weekend away go to 
www.cartersadvantage.co.nz or call 0800 POINTS (0800 764 687), Option 2.

Are you a Carters Trade customer, but not an Advantage member?  
Find out more information about joining Advantage by contacting your nearest Carters 
branch or phone 0800 POINTS (0800 764 687) and select Option 2.  Why not join us today?


